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Imam Nursy's View of Woman

Each imam has his own special key with which he

opens up the hearts of his lovers. The key that opened up

my heart to the love of imam Nursy was his view of

women. He was the only person who made me feel in

peace and happiness with my being a woman. |

experienced that feeling on hearing his caring expression
of his view of women.

To me, all the movements which call themselves
reformers or liberals, who believe in the equality of man
and woman, do not offer any real rights to women. On the
contrary they place more burdens on women by pushing
them to fight over the false glamour of worldly
possessions.

Imam Nursy regarded women highly as tender and
compassionate beings whose existence consists of the
spreading of mercy amongst humanity. He warned women
against abandoning that great function of being a source of
mercy. Otherwise, the effect of abandoning such a role
would be more dangerous the destruction caused by a
nuclear war.



Part One 1
Nursy and Women's Liberation

What are the basic characteristics of Imam Nursy's
approach to the liberation of women ? Unlike the other
groups which call themselves the liberators of women,
which, | believe, eventually enslave women to their
egoistic demands and busts and to the bonds of their jobs
and employers, Imam Nursy called for true liberation of
women from their egoistic demands and from their bad
deeds. He sought to save women from the pressure of
being responsible for so many duties.

In this respect Imam Nursy was following the
guidance of the Quranic verses (Al Zummar — 29) which
say : "Allah gave an example of a situation where a man
has to report to one master and the situation where a man
has to report to a group of masters who are in dispute.
Would the two situations be similar ?". When a woman
abandons here essential role in life, she will be in a
situation like that of the man in the Quranic verse, who
serves a group of masters in dispute and each of them
wants to be the only master. But when a woman surrenders
herself to her hard-Allah Almighty — She will be protected
from the destructive worldly pressures incorporated in
fighting over worldly possessions and positions.



Therefore, Imam Nursy directed, his efforts towards
saving women from falling into the mire of failing to hold
on to virtue or to Allah's strong chain and righteous path.
This was what distinguished Nursy's call time after time.
He didn't put any constraints on women's daily activities as
long as these activities began and ended with Allah's
satisfaction and were protected by the code of Islamic
rules which keep them from sliding into worldly mires or
failing to reach everlasting happiness in eternity.

Nursy's mean of liberating women was, therefore,
distinctive, making the essence of religion meet with the
requirements of modern development. He emphasized the
importance of women's role in life and the necessity of
positive participation in playing a constructive role that
suits their status and at the same time doesn't contradict
their basic nature which is created from the element of
mercy — that element which makes them instinctively
donate without awaiting any recompense. They are
motivated by their sincere devotion to Allah, seeking. His
presence.

Should these enlightened words be forgotten,

women will find themselves lost in the vast sea of

materialism. They will suffer and so will the entire human
race, if this is the case.



The principles which Nursy used to propagate his

call for the liberation of women were in using the spiritual

approach which he deemed most effective. This approach

awakens the essences of the creed deeply inborn within

them. Once illuminated they would bring light to
themselves and those around them.

Nursy's principles to realize woman
true liberation

First Principlel.1.1
Bringing out the potential energy
found in women

Bringing out the potential energy found in women,
since he considered them to be the essence of mercy and
tenderness, he worked hard to polish this element to
produce its brightest manifestation. It's as though he were
saying :- "The fact that a woman sacrifices here life to
protect her child from perishing, awaiting no recompense
for her instinctive self sacrifice, proves that women
possess a refined, sublime, heroic nature. This nature
enables them to save their souls in this life and the
hereafter. However, destructive forces impede this
precious righteous nature from being manifest or moving
in theright direction."

Therefore, Nursy worked hard to bring out the
potential capacity of mercy and tenderness in women,

1.1



making use of these capacities in raising their children in
accordance with Islamic principles, to protect them from
everlasting imprisonment in hell fire if they die of living a
misguided life. At the same a woman's righteous son will
ever provide his mother's soul with mercies after her death.
This is due to the fact that all the righteousness of her son
during his life will be registered likewise in the record of
her deeds. Her child will also be her blessed companion in
the hereafter interceding for her sake whenever possible
instead of complaining or invoking Allah against her if she
failed to use her inborn mercy and didn't save her child
from eternal imprisonment in hell. Her child would
complain saying,"Why didn't you strengthen my faith?

Why did you cause me to perish thus?"

Second Principlel.1.2
Instigating a woman's sense of pride
in her role in life:
There are a lot of women who neglect their basic
role in life: motherhood in all its sublime meaning. Their
main concern becomes the pursuit of prestigious positions
and fame during their life time. That is why Nursy placed
such importance on this basic role; at the same time he
sought to organize that role.

He said: "Man's first tutor and the person whose
teachings affect him most are his mother. | will explain



this meaning which to me is a very definite feeling : |
swear by Allah that the most profound lesson which is
always renewed in my life was my mother's instructions,
God bless her soul, and her spiritual lessons which settled
in the depths of my inherent disposition. It was such that
they have become like seeds within my body throughout
my life which is now approximately eighty years of age.
I'm fully convinced that the rest of the lessons which | had
learned during those years were grown from those seeds. |
truly witness the compassion, benevolence, and mercy
which are the greatest truths in the the "messages of
light" to be emanating from the deeds of that gracious
mother; from her merciful ways and her spiritual lessons.

However, | see the mercy and tenderness inherent
in motherhood being misused in temporary time. A mother
doesn't think of what her son will reap of eternal treasures
which are more precious than diamonds. She rather turns
his face towards this world which isn't even worth a few
pieces of glass then she shows mercy to her son on this
side of the world — a harmful mercy that didn't encompass
within its wings the true sincerity which envelops the
actionsthat lead to eternity."



Third Principlel.1.3
Women are as important and as
effective as men

Imam Nursy finds heroism in women because of the
great sacrifices that they offer without awaiting any reward
or recompense, without hypocrisy or show. They are ready
to sacrifice their own lives for the sake of their children.
We find an example of the compassion of maternity and its
merciful feelings in what a mother hen does when if
attacks a lion and sacrifices its own life to protect its
young chicks. As for the sacrifice offered by fathers, it's
never offered without awaiting recompense. They ask for
the reward or the recompense in numerous ways — the least
amongest which is developing a sense of pride and feeling
reputable.

Likewise, Imam Nursy noticed that the women of
the village of Sao and the districts around it exerted a lot
of effort in spreading the "messages of light " more
actively and pleasurably than any man. That is because of
the basic principle of mercy around which these messages
revolve. Since women are the basic source of mercy theses
messages were able to open up and enlighten the heart of
these women. These hearts, the water of faith have ripened
and have become more active than hearts of men.



Fourth Principlel.1.4

Emphasizing that a woman's fortress

is her family life.
Imam Nursy knew that there were secret undercover
organization which worked hard to drive innocent, gentle
women into devious, sinful ways. He realized that this
hard blow to the Islamic nation was coming from that
direction, so he said,” The effective cure to save women
from having their peace of mind spoiled in this world and
the next and the only way to protect their sublime nature
from being spoiled is by educating them within the context
of all-encompassing Islam. That is because family life is a
woman's paradise and her small world if she regulates it
within the scope of Islamic regulations which involve the

following:

Should a woman upon witnessing betrayal and .
lack of fidelity from her husband, out of being stubborn,
let go of her family duties which are based on faith and
trust, she will upset the balance of this family entirely. It
will be like an insurgence in the army.

A wife has to work hard to complement the

deficiencies of her husband, correct his shortcomings to
save him, being her eternal mate. Otherwise she'll lose
on all fronts, if she tries to show off and befriend others,
exposing herself. She ought to know that the who



becomes unfaithful gets his punishment in this world too.
So she ought to exert patience in hope that Allah might
rectify her husband's ways when she expressed

contentment and resignation to Allah.

Fortunate is the woman who, when she finds her 3
husband religious, clings to that religion in order not to
lose her eternal mate, thus winning eternal happiness as
part of worldly happiness. So unfortunate is the man who
Is subservient to his wife who had thrown herself into the
lapse of idiocy, if he shares that kind of life with her
without trying to save her. Islam obliges a man and his
wife to advise one another along the path of
righteousness.

A wise man doesn't base his love for his wife on 3
her external vanishing beauty that will not last for more
than 10 years. On the contrary, Islam directs a man to
base his love on the quality of mercy within her — that
most beautiful and lasting quality. It is thus that his love
for her grows, as she grows older and weaker. Not only
will she be his mate in this transient earthly life, but
she'll be his beloved companion in an eternal everlasting
life. Therefore, a man and his wife should love one
another with ever growing mercy and respect as they get
older.



As for family life of people reared in the ways of
modern civilized life, it's exposed to corruption and
deterioration. Relationships in it are based on temporary
companionship followed by eternal separation. Each one
of them helps push the others into hell fire by tempting
one another into over indulgence in the vanities of
modern life.

Fifth Principlel.1.5

The necessity of choosing a

competent husband
Imam Nursy declares that the basic foundation for
women's liberation lies in the necessity of choosing a
competent man to ensure their progression into wider
scopes of efficacy and security in both this world and the
next. A competent man is one who observes his wife's

rights and becomes her companion in eternal life.

Nursy says: "Our times are unlike the ancient times.

Contemporary European education has strongly set its
foot in society to replace Islamic education for nearly half
a century. A muslim man used to get married to protect
himself from sinning. Islamic teaching motivated him to
make his wife his eternal companion and the essence of his
happiness on earth. Nowadays, we find this man, because
of his European education, putting his weak and
unfortunate wife under his continuous command. He



confines for her for as long as she is young. He may even
bring her more trouble and hardship than any relative
rest, turning her life into a state of pain and misery."
Therefore, Imam Nusry gave women the following advice:

A woman shouldn't rush into a marriage under the .
effect of her emotions, psychological motives, or
instinctive inclination. A woman might suffer the pains
of pregnancy for almost ten months in return for ten
minutes' worth of pleasure. Up and above that are the
hardships that she undergoes for ten years to raise her
child. If these sacrifices aren't motivated by a sublime
goal. Then it is needless to make them.

A woman shouldn't marry under the pressure of .
needing someone to support her weakness. It is better
for her to earn a living than to place herself under the
domination of a husband who has been raised in a non-
Islamic atmosphere and has gotten used to coerce and
corrupt. Shed might try to win his satisfaction by false
pretense and by violating her religious duties and morals,
which are the essence of her life here and thereafter.

She shouldn't marry out of her natural inclination

to love and fondle children. European education which
has replaced Islamic education these days causes one or
two out of ten children to revere their mother, filling her
register of deeds with good deeds because of the prayers



they extend and the charitable deeds that they do. They
even intercede Allanh for her sake on the day of
Judgement if they are righteous. Therefore this natural
inclination and innate desire to love and fondle children
shouldn't drive a woman to stand the hardships of a hard

life without eternal recompense.

In conclusion, Imam Nursy doesn't want women to

sell themselves cheaply when they don't find the religious,

righteous man whose good conduct suits them perfectly. If

they fail to find such a man, it is better for them to stay

celibate than to spoil their chance at eternal happiness for
the sake of a transient desire.

Sixth Principlel.1.6
The call to protect the rights of women

Out of his concern for the realization of true

liberation for women Imam Nursy continuously gave
advice to men, as well as to women, to protect the rights of
women, wives, daughters, sisters... In his call he didn't
seek to simulate the appeals which seek to give women
equal rights with men in holding jobs. Nursy's approach
was to have man indulge women with mercy, compassion,
tenderness, and love, these being the qualities that a
woman's soul longs for a much as a flower longs for a few
drops of dew. Therefore, Nursy says: "The spirit of family
life cannot realize happiness except through the due,



sincere, respect among all its members mixed with mercy
and true compassion reaching the extent of sacrifice and
preference of others over oneself. This cannot be realized
except through faith in the existence of ever lasting
relationships in eternal life and continuous companionship
in endless time under the shade of a limitless life whose
ties are those of respectful fatherhood, pure brotherhood,
decent faithfully friendship — a life where a husband would
say to himself : "My wife is my partner in life and my
companion in eternal life. It's no problem that she's ugly
or old because there will come a time when she will be
eternally beautiful. Therefore, I'm ready to be ultimately
faithful and compassionate and to sacrifice any thing for
the sake of that eternal friendship." Thus a man can hold
love and compassion for his old wife just as he would for
the nymphs of paradise. Otherwise, a false deceptive
friendship and companionship can only be followed by
eternal separation and severance. An unfounded
superficial friendship cannot produce anything but false
mercy and false respect together with an animalistic
compassion. The interference of personal interests and
lusts can direct that mercy and respect from an earthly

paradise into an insupportable hell."

Imam Nursy advises husbands saying "You should
love your wife for being one of Allah's genial gifts of
mercy. Don't you dare link your love for her with the tie of



external beauty which will soon fade away, but rather with
unvanishing beauty that glows more and more as time
goes by — the beauty of good conduct deeply rooted in her
femininity and mercifulness, the most sublime part of it
being her enlightened, sincere compassion. These last and
grow to the end of life. Loving her for these qualities
causes the rights of this tender, weak creative to be
protected especially when she's most in need of this
protection : at the time when she loses her external beauty.
As for the eternal recompense for this love which was
based on her good conduct and compassion that protected
her from being disobedient or sinful, it liesin turning her
into that beloved, friendly, loving wife more beautiful than
the nymphs of paradise & better ornamented. She would
chat with her husband, remembering old events... Such
was the promise of the most merciful and the most

Beneficent and as he has promised, He will fulfill."

It is through this appeal of Imam Nursy to protect
the spiritual rights of women that he sought to surround
them with the protective effect of psychological security,
guarding their femininity and opening up for them
sublime, endless horizons in the place of having to
compete over jobs and over a vanishing life. At the same
time he induces man to look forward to what their wives
will be like when they are rendered their grand prize in the
after world.



All these wonderful concepts were at hazard of

being lost in the middle of materialism and worldly strife.

We badly need someone to arouse these concepts in our
lives as did Imam Nursy a few years ago.



Part Two 2
| ssues Concerning Women

First: The issue of wearing a veil2.1.1
In surat Al Ahzab : 59" verse Allah Almighty
ordered women to wear a veil. While in the meantime false
civilization opposed this diverse command. It considered
wearing a veil to be a restrictive matter rather than an
instinctive one. We will explain here the wisdom behind
this Quranic command which proves that the veil is an
instinctive necessity for women and that the contrary is
moving against her natural instinct. We will mention here
four of these wisdoms or reasons:

First Wisdom?2.1.1.1

Since women have been created tender and weak,

they find themselves in need of a man to protect them and

their children whom they prefer over themselves. They

carry an instinctive fear of strange man. This fear initiates
them to wear the veil in order not to expose themselves.

Then we find that approximately seven tenths of

women are either old in age or ugly in looks, unwilling to
reveal their gray hair or their ugliness. Within them they
feel strong jealousy about their husbands of those who
exceed them in beauty that they might be preferred to



them. They may also fear that someone would slander
them in any way. These women instinctively desire to be
enveiled to avoid those reasons or any other accusations
from their husbands. We find that the elderly among them

are more intent on wearing the veil than others.

Not more than two or three out of ten women are
young & beautiful. It doesn't bother them to expose their
beauty. It is well-known that a person shies away from the
looks of someone who doesn't love him. If we assume that
a beautiful maid would wish to be seen by two or three of
people who are strangers to her, she will definitely be
bothered and unnerved by the looks of seven or eight of
them. She may even abhor it. Because of her tender,
sensitive, easily affected nature, she will detest these
wicked looks, unless her conduct has become corrupt and
cheap. These wicked looks have a poisonous physical
effect — as has been proven by those who were exposed to
them. We even hear of many women in Europe - the land
of display and exposition of women — who complain to the
police because of those who follow them around with their
poison. They declare that those bastards imprison them
with their scrutinizing looks.

Therefore, when modern civilization removed the
veil and widened the scope for the display of women's
charm, it was moving against the basic human nature.



Quran commanded that the veil should be worn to protect
the natural disposition of women from humiliation and
baseness, they being the very element of mercy and
compassion and the dear companions of their husbands in

the hereafter.

Second Wisdom2.1.1.2

The strong bond and deep love between a man and a
woman do not spring from the needs of earthly life alone,
because a woman becomes man's companion in this life
and the next eternally. For this reason she shouldn't attract
anybody's attention other than her husband's, who is to be
her eternal companion. She should be careful not to make
him worried, angry, or jealous.

A faithful husband extends his love for his wife
throughout her life. He endows her with sincere love and
respect, rather than a short lived physical love confined to
the time of her beauty and youth. His love for her lasts to
the time when she ages and her beauty fades away until
she becomes his eternal companion. Likewise, a woman
should dedicate her love and charm to her husband alone
as is humanly right. Otherwise she'll lose lot and gain
little.

What is lawfully right is for a man to be suitable to
the woman whom he'll marry. Each should be suitable for
the other especially in terms of faith. A husband who tries



to live up to the degree of faith his wife has, becomes a
faithful man. A fortunate woman is one who finding her
husband faithful, holds on to faith and piety out of fear of

losing her honest husband in eternal life.

Third Wisdom?2.1.1.3

A family life derives its happiness and continuity
from the mutual faith of the married couple, the due
respect and sincere affection exchanged between them.

However, if a woman displays her charms to others,
she ruins this trust and mutual respect. One would find that
nine out of ten women who display their charm run into
men who are better looking than their own husbands,
while one out of the ten finds someone less handsome than
her own husband to display her charms to him. Likewise
one out of twenty men finds anyone less beautiful than his
wife. The rest find other women more beautiful than their
own wives. This fact leads to the development of a nasty
ugly feeling within one's soul. Moreover, it causes the loss
of true love and respect.

It is normal that a person doesn't instinctively carry

base feelings towards those he cannot marry, like his sister
for example. Their countenance evokes feelings of
tenderness and mercifulness and legitimate affection
because of the relationship attached to these features.
These noble feelings put constraints on the more base



tendencies of the soul. However if one of those women
should expose any part of her body other than her face, she
might stimulate base desires in some people when the
constraint of decency was removed by displaying parts of

the body unrelated to those parts normally seen.

Fourth Wisdom?2.1.1.4

It is universally known that every nation and all
people desire an increase in their progeny. The Holy

prophet %% said: "Get married, and reproduce, for | will
show you off in pride to all the nations on the Day of
Judgement." However the removal of the veil and opening
up the way for women to display their beauty causes a
decrease in the rate of marriage and then reproduction. For
a young man, no matter how dissolute he is, would want
his wife to be chaste and pure. He wouldn't want her to be
immoral and banele like him. As a result, he prefers to
remain a bachelor leading a corrupt life. Unlike the man, a
woman can't choose the person she wents to marry
specifically.
Our country can't be compared to the countries of
Europe. In those cold regions where people are rather
frigid, people may not be too much affected by women's
display of their charms. Their reactions wouldn't exceed
the limits as would the case be in the hotter regions where
people are easily stimulated and over indulgent. People



leading an urban life shouldn't imitate those living in the
rural areas in their social habits. People in rural areas exert
a lot of physical effort to earn their living and women
usually join in this kind of work where they may have to
expose some parts of their rough limbs during work.
However this doesn't stimulate base feelings among the
men at work. That is because elements of corruption and
unemployment in rural areas are less than one tenth of

those found in urban areas.

Second: The issue of polygamy2.1.2
Modern civilization doesn't accept polygamy and
considers this Quranic law to be unwise and contrary to
the better interests of humanity. Had the wisdom behind
marriage been confined to the pleasure derived from it,
matters would have been contrary to the way they are. It is
a fact proven by all animals and reproductive plants that
the wisdom behind marriage is reproduction. As for the
pleasure derived from the act itself, this is a partial
recompense granted by the Divine Mercy to motivate the
completion of this mission. Undoubtedly a woman who
can give birth once a year only, and who is fertile half the
number of days in a month and who reaches the age of
menopause at 50 years of age cannot suffice the man
whose fertility can extent to the age of one hundred.



Modern civilization has to provide for that by allowing for
the presence of places for prostitution.

Third: The issue of inheritance2.1.3

We will mention here two issues concerning

inheritance which will reveal the deficiency of modern

civilization in contrast with the wondrous inimitability of

the Quran. These are only two examples from among

thousands of examples which prove the injustice of civil

rights in modern times which are contrary to the laws of
the Quran.

The first issue2.1.3.1

The Quranic ordnance which says: "A male receives
twice what a woman receives' (Al Nisaa : 176) is the
ultimate justice and the essence of mercy at the same time.

Indeed this law is just because when a man marries,

he provides for his wife in the majority of cases. When a

woman gets married she becomes her husband's

responsibility. He supports her financially; therefore, she
receives less inheritance.

The mercifulness in this law is that this weak girl

needs her father's compasion & her brother's mercifulness
and tenderness. She receives all this mercy and
compassion without fear or needless caution. Her father
doesn't feel that she will cause half of his fortune to move



into hands of strangers. He is free of worry and caution
endowing her with his affection and compassion. Her
brother gives her his protection without any feelings of
envy or competition. He doesn't feel that she will dissipate
half his father's fortune into the hands of a stranger. This
tender sweet girl may lose a little on surface value but she
gains the unending treasure of all her relatives compassion
and affection. Had she been given more than that share
under the pretext of being more merciful to her than Allah,
she would have undergone great injustice from all those
around her, evoking jealousies such as those which caused
people before Islam to bury their baby girls alive. Truly
all Quranic laws realize the verse which says: "We have
sent you only for mercy of all creation." (Al Anbiya: 107).

The Second issue2.1.3.2

The Quranic verse (Al Nisaa : 11) declares: "His
mother gets one sixth." Modern civilization blamed for all
the injustice mentioned in the first issue we have discussed
concerning giving a female more than her rightful share in
an inheritance, commits a worse injustice by depriving
mothers from their right of inheritance when their son dies.
However, Islamic law gives them 1/6 of the inheritance.

A mother's mercifulness and compassion is one of
Allah's sublime gifts and the sweetest most respectful truth
from the truths of creation.



A mother is the most generous friend and the most
merciful one who sacrifices her life and her entire world
for the sake of her son out of her inner sense of mercy and
compassion. Even a hen, the simplest form of a mother,
doesn't hesitate to attack a dog or a lion to protect and
defend her young chicks inspite of her fear and basic
cowardice.

To deprive a mother who possesses this reality
within her from inheriting her son, is a great injustice and
a crime committed against her. It is utter—ingratitude
directed against this reality worthy of respect. It's an
imprisonment of human society. If those who pretend to be
serving this mother do not realize their mistake, then there
are always those righteous people who know and believe
that the Quranic rule "his mother inherits one sixth" is pure
justice.

The Issue of Woman's work2.1.4

Imam Nursy has an exceptionally preceding view of

the woman's right to seek a paid work avoiding all
discussions of what is lawful or unlawful around this
matter he said: "A woman sometimes has to seek a paid
work that might help her to live according the rules of the
Shariaat, particularly if she has a rude husband with
improper understanding of Islamic rules whose behaviour
would hurt her and or curbe her freedom to practice



rituals of her religion." He restricted that right to seek paid
work to certain situations:

The woman has to follow the rules of Shariaat in her
outfit.

She may seek paid work only out of necessity e
described by the rules of Shariaat.

Her work obligations must not conflict with the
interests of her family and her housekeeping duties.

Imam Nursy blamed on modern civilization saying: ¢

"The modern civilization misled the woman by

inviting her to desert her house. The woman should
get back home."

Islam invites women to settle in their houses where ¢
they find their dignity and comfort. Also, their lives
consist in the support of their families—purity is their
ornament, good manners are their esteem, chastity is
their beauty, mercy is their perfection , and children
are their amusement . While Islam is calling for all
that, modern civilization invites women to desert
their houses, and it makes them cheap.

Men who want to be like women and women who ¢
want to be like men, they will bring about a sick
society.



Whenever a beautiful woman enters into a brotherly
friendly gathering, she would automatically stir
amongst them feelings of selfishness and jealousy.

Women who go out in a shameless outfit —unislamic
dress— stimulate the bad characteristics of
humanbeing and make it even worse.

The above examples shed on the destructive
influence of modern civilization, on the spiritual life
of the so called civilized society.

Commentary

At the end of this presentation we would like to
extend our appreciation and admiration to Imam Nursy's
view of women. Such view that were guided by the rules
of the Shariaat and helped in shaping the morales of the
women as that it helped them to play their role in arousing
the Islamic society. That view helped in solving some of
women's problems which made by the West to provoke the
moslem women and to urge them to get angry at the rules

of their Shariaat.
Imam Nusry demonstrated the sources of mercy and

justice in the commands of Allah almighty that aim to
protect women as well as to cure about them. Such mercy

¢

¢

¢



and justice fill the hearts of women with love to the rules
of Shariaat which is favoring them and positioning them a
highly respectable rank.



BEDIUZZAMAN
SAID NURSI’S
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