Why humanity needed the guiding role of prophets?
By

Dr. Wasiul Haque

Bahrain Consulate, Mumbai

India

بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

Why humanity needed the guiding role of prophets?
There was always immorality and wickedness in this world. For this very cause the world needed prophets to guide them; to present them with a religion compatible with human nature and the needs of the soul and those of the body as well for establishing a balance between worldly deeds and the life hereafter. 

   If one studies the pre-Islamic period, one finds that the whole world lay in the grip of paganism, savagery, debauchery, anarchy and despotism. The poor were exploited by the rich. In short, the whole world lacked comprehensive laws and social system. As a result it was suppressed under the burden of inhumanity.  
If we talk about India, it was full of superstitious ideas, myths and different traditions. Indian had many different languages as well as gods. In the same way they had several religions and languages. One of the biggest problems which can be considered as a stigma on the forehead of any cultured society was troublesome cast system that divided Indian nations in several groups.
In Persia people had no understanding of Almighty God. They worshiped fire. Men were allowed to marry even to their sisters and daughters. 

If we squint hard at pre-Islamic Arabia we find that its people were secluded. Neither had they been under any powerful government nor the organization. It was a male-dominated society where a man could marry a number of women (what’s more, they sometime could bury their female infants alive). 

The same hopeless situation obtained in the rest of the world although the form and content differed from place to place. That’s the very situation Said Nursi indicated to:  
"There is no limit to human greed and desire; nobody exercised any constraint on his deeds. This anarchy and indiscipline could not be dealt with within the realm of the then human laws… The need was of a live, immortal and divine law which would bring happiness to humanity in both this world and hereafter.”


Thus, there was a severe need of such people (prophets) who can remove mental obstacles of individuals and act as a coordinator between God and humans. This way their function was to tell people what God wants of them, of orders and prohibitions? In other words it can be said that they guide people to true happiness, and take them to perfection of spiritual and moral goals as well as guide them to the laws governing their mundane lives. 
If one goes deep into it he finds several reasons.
First reason:

The first of all is to unite people in the name of God, which is called Monotheism.

As Quran says:
 “We have sent in every nation a messenger (to guide people) towards worship of God, instead the worship of idols.”

This act without prophets and their guiding role as well as their preaching wasn’t possible. That’s why Nursi said: 
“Yes, it is necessary to have a magnificent universe like this, and also like his Maker: the Holy One, such a Noble Prophet, as light is necessary for the sun. For as the sun can’t emerge without light, the divinity too, can’t show itself without sending messengers.”
  
He went on focusing more and more on Monotheism and the need of prophets: 
“Is it possible, for the creator who equipped the human beings with various types of sentiments and trends and also made them ready for a complete servitude, not to ask the attention of this kind of abundance to Monotheism, through a guide and apostle? Thus there are more other signs which are conclusive evidence: which are showing the function of prophecy and its tasks. In the same way they describe: the divinity can’t be imagined without messenger.”
  
Later he divided Monotheism in two parts.

1) That general way: It means God is only one. He has no counterpart and this universe is his own property.

2) Real Monotheism: It means belief, more like an observation, that God is one. He has power to do whatever he wants. And also there is none who can be considered as counter part or helpful in his godhead. In the same way none is sharing his property. It should be such a belief that the believer starts receiving peace of mind forever, as he has seen the symbols of God’s power, signs of his omnipotence at the same time the workmanship of his pen.
 
Prophets’ responsibilities: 

Prophet’s first major responsibility lies in drawing the attention of people to such Monotheism, and then, through that Monotheism to their obligations and responsibilities, because existence of a just and monotheistic society can’t be considered without constructed and responsible human being. 

Nursi, in his book “Al-Kalimaat” gave good example of two soldiers as he compared the honest one – who is honest to his duty – with the dishonest one. In Nursi’s word: 
“The first one who was honest said to other one: O brother! Your main mission is training and preparation for war. That’s why you are selected for. So, rely on the king and be dependent on him for your livings. He can’t leave you die of hunger. That’s his duty and responsibility… What’s more I am afraid they can consider it (your activity) as an act of treason and treachery. So, they certainly, can punish you.”
 
Prophets used to deliver this message that if we started believing God properly, by worshiping him, he will certainly arrange for our earnings as he arranges for thousands of poor and indigent ones. If we lived in this word leaving the responsibilities behind, we would be considered infidels as well as unbelievers. As a result we would certainly be punished in hereafter.  
  In this Monotheism is shrouded the reality of immortality and permanence of the Almighty God. Because this big universe which was created for life is one of the biggest manifestation and supernatural workmanship of Almighty. This eternal life had been revealing and exhibiting itself through the messengers and books. If there were no massagers or Holy books, really, it would have been quite difficult to know about that immortal life. Just as talks of an individual is an evidence of his life and lively hood, the prophets and messengers and all books revealed to them are mounting evidences that that immortal speaker orders as well as prevents through his words from behind the curtain of universe. Thus the life in this universe is a clear indication to the existence of eternal God.
  
The second reason:
The second important reason behind sending messengers was teaching people divine knowledge and purifying them. 
As Quran says: 
That’s the God who sent in illiterates a messenger from among them, who recites to them His signs, teaches them books and Wisdom and purifies them”
 
At another place Quran itself made a comparison between literate and ignorant ones when said: Say: are those who know equal to those know not.”
 
Ignorance was always considered a pivot of all evilness. Imam Nursi described it our great enemy:
 “Of course our enemy is ignorance, necessity and divergence. We shall fight these three enemies with the weapons of industries, knowledge and unity.”
 
Ignorance was the first cause which led the Muslim Nation to a lot of social and behavioral problems. What’s noteworthy he means by knowledge and contemplation the proper knowledge of prophet, religion and other contemporary sciences through which one can decide what’s right and what’s wrong? He wrote:

“The religious sciences are shining of heart. In the same way the modern sciences are light of heart, with the combination of both one starts getting the facts.”
 
Naturalists’ delusion:
At this point I can say that from illumination and knowledge Nursi means the fruitful knowledge which can be helpful in realization and getting the fact. Because if it’s not positive it can be harmful as well as misleading, as the Naturalist considered the nature – which is a biggest divine law and also a big symbol of divine law – real God. It was a startling act which they did in a state of stupor. As a result they pronounced the art the Artist and the book (the universe) the Writer.
 
If they would have followed the prophet’s instructions and their ways they would certainly have understood it and got the right path. About them Quran said: 
“They think deeply about the creation at earth and heavens (and say) Oh God you didn’t create it without a purpose!”
 
  On other places its repeated questions like: “Did they not ponder”
 is an indication to the realization which is based on known facts that are in accordance with their guidance. Because there was no reason behind sending prophets other than unveiling before people the hidden virtues of wisdom and show them the signs of God’s Omnipotence and creation. This thought will come out from the heart of the Prophets and encompass the hearts of people and finally will lead them to inner purification. And what was the purpose of that realization except human being’s absolute servitude towards God; to make them recall the promise they made at the time of their creation which is known as “Ahd-e-Alast” when they had committed to worship God.
 So if the realization were based on stubbornness it would be too difficult to take the human being to the right path. It was expressed the same opinion in “Al-Mlahiq”: 
“No doubt defending the corruption and irregularity which is coming from ignorance is very easy, whereas the irregularity or corruption coming from knowledge, it would be a difficult task to remove it.”
 
The third reason:

 The third important reason is to establish peace and justice in the society. As Quran said:

“Indeed we have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and revealed with them the book and the balance (justice) so that they can exercise justice.”
 

On the Day of Judgment people have to be accountable for every act they have done. 
 If anywhere human rights are violated it would be against the sprit of Islam and justice. In our most authentic Islamic era we have seen that people of different religions were sharing the equal rights and opportunities. There was no difference even between king and his people whether they were Muslims, Christians or followers of any other religion. According to Nursi: 

“Equality is not in virtue and honour; equality is in right. Thus the king and the poor are equal in right. The Shariah which prevented from torturing an ant and ordered not to trample it intentionally, how it can ignore the human being?...The trial of Caliph Ali against poor Jew and the pleading of Salahuddin Al-Ayyoobi with indigent Christian – which is a thing of proud for you, isn’t sufficient (proof) to correct your fault”

There are several other reasons which can be considered as causes behind sending prophets, but it can’t be included in this short article.
و آخر دعوانا أن الحمد لله رب العالمين.
—Dr. Wasiul Haque Bahrain Consulate, Mumbai, India. Email: wasijnu@gmail.com 
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