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Introduction
Islam does not put any barrier in the ways and means of seeking knowledge. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) plays the key role in the promotion of knowledge as it is the only one remedy for the mankind to cross the blockades in their journey towards the truth. The Prophet (PBUH) made the knowledge incumbent upon every Muslim. Every member of the Muslim community is obliged to seek knowledge. The time, age, place, gender or source should not be an excuse or restriction for him to be away from knowledge.
Ustad Bediuzzaman Said Nursi was the man who tried his best to materialize this concept of Islam through his dream project Madrasatu Zahra, which was later implemented partially or in another form through the Risale-i-nur reading and learning groups across the world. Throughout his noble work Risale–i-Nur he dealt with the philosophy and curriculum of the Madrasatu Zahra that is the integration of conscience, science and spirituality.
Role of prophethood in universalizing the knowledge
Nubuvvat (Prophethood) starts form the word ‘read’. That is the first word revealed to Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) from the Qur’an. In the very first meet with the Prophet to reveal the Holy Book at the Cave Hira, Jibreel the First Angel was asked by Allah the Almighty to start with the word “Read in the name of thy Lord Who created”. This affirms the stand of Islam on the knowledge and its promotion. This verse orders the human being to be literate. Only the literate can read and it is the key to explore the world of knowledge. From this verse we can understand the role of prophets; that is why Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) utilized the prisoners of the Battle of Badar to make his followers literate.
Describing the ‘miracle of the teaching of Divine names to Adam' (PBUH) in Sura Baqarah, Ustad Said Nursi finds out the importance of knowledge that Allah bestowed on the prophethood. The Qur'an tells us in Sura Baqarah 31st verse (Isharat, p. 310) that God, after creating Adam as his vicegerent on earth, taught him the names of all things, asma'a kullaha). Skillfully interpreting this part, Ustad Said Nursi takes it in the sense of making the first prophet of human beings, as greater and more perfect than those of all the other prophets after him for it represents the entire field of all the progress and technology human beings will ever achieve in future. So, while coding all the kind of information to the brain of Adam (PBUH) Allah the Almighty should have made the human beings capable to receive all kind of knowledge.
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as a universal teacher
Prophet (PBUH) says: انما بعثت معلما (Verily, I have been sent as a teacher). The main characteristic of a good teacher is his ability to bring changes in the attitude and life of his students. The students of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) were ready to convey his Message throughout the world. A system is judged as universal when it exists everywhere and is accepted by most of the world. We can state that Islam and its teachings are universal as it is comprehensive. Since the Message of prophet (PBUH) is universal, regardless of time and peoples, age and differences of intellectual level, it was accepted in a very short period in a vast area of the entire globe stretching from Spain to the Philippines, from Russia to Africa, and now we can see the European and American Countries welcoming the Islam with all of their hearts and hands. 
The capacity to make changes in his students is a great thing. In this modern era, even with the progress of Medical Science and Psychology, we can understand the risk to change the bad habit like smoking among a small group of people permanently. But, Prophet (PBUH) made it happen in large community where drinking and prostitution was their habit. He made them the administrators of the world. A number of judges, Politicians, Scholars, Scientists, Educational reformers, economists emerged from them.
The motive behind bringing this like revolution in a cultureless community is the concept of Islam about the human beings. Islamic concept of human being in its totality consists of its physical, material and spiritual aspects. Without touching the spiritual aspect of human being, no one can bring change in his life. So, we can state that the motive factor behind the removal of habit of drinking and prostitution from the darkness of Arab People is the spirit Prophet (PBUH) brought in his followers.
Another characteristic of Prophet (PBUH) as a teacher (Muallim) was to bring good dreams about the future in his students and to give courage and readiness to work hard to make the dream happen. Prophet was always foreseeing the future of the world, a world with highly talented and well educated human beings. That is why he tried to promote knowledge in his followers. Prophet (PBUH) encouraged his followers to eradicate the illiteracy from them. And he made them the apostles of knowledge.
Keeping this in mind Ustad Said Nursi continued these aspects with conveying proper Islamic philosophy to his followers. He was in struggle with the western philosophy which was dominated in the late 19th century. Encouraging his followers Ustad Said Nursi said; “Do not be afraid! I broke the back of irreligion. It can no longer reign in this country”. He found the Muslims with inferiority complex on the development of Science. He convinced them about the importance of rational thinking and its role in the Islam. In order to remove the inferiority complex from the Muslims on the domination of western science he promoted the knowledge in every aspect of it.
Prophetic Concept on Knowledge
Developing the curriculum and philosophy of Madrasatu Zahra Ustad Said Nursi discusses about combination of three part of knowledge under a unique atmosphere. He wants the integration of modern school, Madrasa and the sufi lodge. Let us understand this from his own words: “If the religion of Islam embodies as a place materially, one section of it would be a modern school, the other section would be a madrasa, and the other section would be a Sufi lodge, and at the centre there would be a hall in which all of them would gather. It manifests itself as a harmonious luminous palace which is like an assembly in which each group complements the others’ shortcomings.” (The Debates, p. 134)
Keeping this concept in mind to understand the prophetic concept of these three parts, one has to deal with the verse of Qur’an from the Suratul Jumua هو الذي بعث في الأميين رسولاً منهم يتلو عليهم ءاياته ويزكيهم ويعلمهم الكتاب والحكمة وإن كانوا من قبل لفي ضلال مبين  (It is He who has raised up from amongst the unlettered a Messenger of their own, to recite His signs to them and to purify them, and to teach them the Book and the Wisdom, though before that they were in manifest error).
From this verse we can find three main functions of prophethood:
1) To recite Allah’s signs to the people. That means the prophet should teach his followers to find out the truth of Allah from his signs. According to Ustad Said Nursi the entire Universe; cosmos, human body, and other living bodies are the main sign of Allah. A Muslim should study and think about the universe and by this way he can find out Allah’s power and order.  This highlights the rational part of human beings; that is the Modern School of Nursian Concept.
In Kastamonu, in 1936, when a group of high-school students came to Said Nursi and complained that their teachers did not speak of Allah, he said to them, “All the sciences you study continuously speak of Allah and make known the Creator, each with its own particular tongue. Do not listen to your teachers; listen to them.” (Words p.162-163). To affirm this meaning we can quote the word of prophet (PBUH): تفكروا في آلاء الله ولا تتفكروا في الله (Tabrani)
2) To purify the people. The second function of Prophethood is to purify the hearts of people. The purification is connected with mind and heart. This emphasizes the spiritual part of human beings; that is related to the Sufi lodge of Nursian Concept.
Ustad Said Nursi considered the prison as a first part of his Madrasatu Zahra and he called it Madrasatul Yusufiya. And from the prison (Madrastul Yusufiya) throughout the Risale- i Nur he developed spiritual framework of Madrasatu Zahra. Let him say: “Allah, the Most Compassionate of compassionate ones, established the spiritual identity of Madrasatu’z-Zahra in the province of Isparta. In that way, He embodied the Risale-i Nur. (Kastamonu Appendix, p. 51)
3) To teach the people the Qur’an and Wisdom. The third function of prophethood is to teach the people about the teachings of Qur’an which includes morality and ethics; that is Madrasa aspect of Nursian Concept.
The madrasa part includes all kinds of Revealed Knowledge (وحي) such as Qur’an, Hadith, Fiqh and Aqeeda. As an impact of European renaissance in 17th century the rational disciplines were separated from Muslim Institutions. People began to prefer Modern schools than Madrasas as they were the centre of life sciences. As a result the students who approach modern schools were not aware of the method of Islamic Practices such as Namaz, Fasting, Zakat and Hajj. And those who approach the Madrasas were not capable to cope up with the modern changes and challenges.
Treating this sorrowful status Ustad Said Nursi stated: “The light of conscience is in religious disciplines. The light of reason is in natural sciences. The truth can be reached by the incorporating of both together. With both wings the zeal of the student will rise. However, when they are separated, the former will cause fanaticism, and the latter will result in doubt and deception.” (The Letters, p. 387)
Concept of Knowledge
Islam does not put any barrier in front of seeking of knowledge. As far as aim and objective of learning is concerned, Knowledge is divided into two categories. 1. علم ينفع 2. علم لا ينفع  (The beneficial knowledge and non beneficial knowledge). All the knowledge which is learned to find out the truth is beneficial. Islam promotes this kind of knowledge. In Islam there is no other kind of separation such as religious or non religious. If the knowledge is learned for the sake of Allah and it is beneficial for the ummah or shareeah it is obligatory on every member of the Muslim community to acquire it.
Prophet (PBUH) was always praying to Allah the Almighty to increase him the beneficial knowledge. اللهم انا نسألك علما نافعا (O lord, I ask you beneficial Knowledge)
Level of age for attaining education
Prophet (PUBH) says: continue the seeking of knowledge from the cradle to the grave. اطلبوا العلم من المهد الى اللحد That means no age difference in acquiring knowledge. Attaining education should not be stopped at certain age level. For a Muslim whenever find knowledge he should try to acquire it as much as possible.
Among the followers of prophet (PBUH), we can see small boys like Anas bin Malik (R.A) and senior adults like Abu Huraira (R.A) sitting together in the first Madrasa of Islamic History at Madina. Islamic way of teaching was a special type of face-to-face contact between the master and student. In this method the teacher can communicate with each and every student at their intellectual level.
In order to make this Practice the teacher should be capable to communicate with people from all age group. Child, adult, youth, aged, whatever may be the age of the knowledge seeker, the teacher or scholar should communicate them with their level of intellect. Prophet (PBUH) was trained to speak people according to their mental status. نحن معاشر الأنبياء  أمرنا أن نكلم الناس على قدر عقولهم . Prophet’s (PBUH) dealing with children was utterly different from that of adults.
Ustad Said Nursi in his treatise “Isharat ul Ijaz” affirms that: “When an adult who talks to a child talks in childish language, he will make the child more alert. The capacity of the understanding of child will start to be familiar with his words. He will listen to and understand what the adult says. Otherwise, there will not be an exchange of information between them”. All kind of people irrespective of their age were influenced by Ustad Said Nursi. In modern turkey we can find so many people from every aspects of life occupying with teachings of Ustad Nursi. We can see Ustad Nursi using this method to impart his knowledge to his followers when he was in exile. However, he stressed the importance of direct contact with texts and encouraged his followers to adopt his own method in education.
Place and Borders of Education
Regarding the place, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) instructs the Muslims: seek knowledge even if it is as far as China (اطلبوا العلم ولو بالصين)]. Place is not a burden for Muslims to seek knowledge. We can see ibnu Battuta travelling all around the world in search of knowledge. There are so many other scholars in Muslim world who break down the boarders of countries to acquire knowledge. Ibnu Khaldun, Imam Bukhari, Imam Shafi and Zainuddeen Makhdum Al Malebari are some noted personalities in the list. Many researchers have already been done on the international network of scholars who were travelling around in the Islamic Middle Ages seeking knowledge from one city to another and from one teacher in one part of the world to another. China was reportedly a place to which travelling was an unthinkable or adventurous during Prophet’s time from the Arabian Peninsula. Here the prophet of Islam encourages us to wander the world here and there with the intention of seeking knowledge.
Ustad Said Nursi thinks about his dream project Madrasatu Zahra as a centre for higher education in Asia like Al-Azhar University in Africa. Irrespective of the boarders of different countries all the people of world could come to Madrasatu Zahra to acquire knowledge. So, Madrasatu Zahra will act as a centre of unity in the Muslim world. Ustad says: “As Jami’u’l-Azhar is a general madrasa in Africa, to the extent that Asia is greater than Africa, so there is a need for an even greater Islamic university in Asia matching its magnitude, so that the negative effect of nationalism does not destroy the Muslim communities. So that the nationality of Islam, which is the true, positive and sacred and general nationality, and the sacred ruling of the Qur’an, which is “The believers are but brothers,” (Hujurat, 49:10) manifest themselves completely.” (Emirdağ Appendix, p. 843)
What understood from these words is there is no limitation in seeking knowledge. And every one from various Muslim countries such as Arabia, Persia, India should travel from country to country in search of knowledge. And there will be no discrimination according to the nationality in the Muslim Universities.
Source of knowledge
Emphasizing the significance of the source Prophet (PBUH) says: “Wisdom is the lost property of the believer, so wherever he finds it out, he is more entitled for it”. We can see Imam Shafi (R.A) respecting a non Muslim for he taught him about the sign of puberty for dogs.
As an impact of decline of Muslim Dominance from the world in 19th century the Natural Science were separated from the Islamic Institutions. The colonial rulers like Britain and Russia started several schools and colleges adjacent to the Islamic Madrasas. Their syllabus was consisting of Western Philosophy and Natural Sciences. They disclosed the Religious Education from their schools and colleges. They provided modern facilities and methods of instructions for their students. The subjects like applied science and labor skills, which will help the students for their jobs in government offices and military departments, were taught at Modern schools. 
At the same time the role and scope of old madrasas decreased either because of its lack of quality or due to the lack of interest for students in religious subjects. The madrasas became the centers of religious subjects only. It includes subject like Qur’an memorization, interpretation, Hadith teachings, Jurisprudential principles and Islamic Philosophy. This resulted lack of spirituality in the students of Modern Schools and lack of ability to cope up with modern trends and challenges in Madrasa students. This resulted missing of scholars like Imam al-Ghazali, Al-Jurjani, Al-Jazaeri, Al-Biruni, Ibn Haytham, al-Razi and Jabir al Hayyan as examples of our powerful tradition.
At the same time some other scholars were with a different attitude. They embraced the science with the philosophy of west; that is offspring of irreligiousness and atheism. Muslim parents thought it a matter of prestige to send their children to British Schools or Russian Academies. Seeing this pathetic situation Ustad Nursi said: When he was questioned about the backwardness and disunity of Islamic world by a Russian soldier he replied: "They have gone to study. It is like this: India is an able son of Islam; it is studying in the high school of the British. Egypt is a clever son of Islam; it is taking lessons in the British school for civil servants. Caucasia and Turkestan are two valiant sons of Islam; they are training in the Russian war academy. And so on.” From this statement we can understand that Ustad Nursi was against both these attitudes. As a solution he tried to bring both systems under a unique atmosphere; that is his Madrasatu Zahra.
As far as source is concerned the Knowledge in Islam is of two types; that is revealed knowledge (العلم اللدني) and acquired knowledge (العلم الكسبي). There is no type of knowledge as American, European, Eastern or Western. Every kind of knowledge which is beneficial for human kind should be attained by a Muslim and he should contribute to its development. The Science was nothing but shipped back to Europe from the Muslim World. 
Throughout his Maktubat Ustad Said Nursi describes the sources of knowledge as being the senses, information, intellect, intuitive knowledge and inspiration, revelation, dreams, taking omens (tefe'ul), and the science of jafr.[endnoteRef:2] So everything comes from these sources is knowledge and if it is beneficial human kind or umma or Shareeah, it should be learned by Muslims for the sake of Allah the Almighty. [2:  Yusuf Sevki Yavuz* SAID NURSI'S VIEWS ON THE SCIENCE OF KALAM AS PORTRAYED IN THE RISALE-I NUR] 

Education: as obligation of every Muslim
With respect to the importance of gender Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) articulates: Seeking knowledge is individual duty of every Muslim. We can find several Hadith on the importance of acquiring knowledge. Here I list some of them: The Prophet (S.A.W.), says: “Sleep of a scholar is superior to one thousand rak’ats of prayers offered by a devout person”
What understood from all of this Hadiths is as well as encouraging the muslims on attaining knowledge, Islam gives a great position for those who are in the way of seeking knowledge.
Obligation to seek knowledge is of two types: Individual Obligatory Knowledge (فرض عين) and Social obligatory knowldege (فرض كفاية). The first one consists of religious practices and beliefs such as Prayer, Zakat and fasting, concept of Touhid, Prophethood and life hereafter. The latter one consists of subjects like Usul Al Hadith, Usul Al Fiqh, Political Science, History, etc.
So, we can elucidate that obligation of acquiring knowledge is based on two factors. One is for the sake of the self and other is for the sake of the society. Every Muslim should learn Subjects like Qur’an, Fiqh, Hadith, Aqeeda, Natural Science, Philosphy and Mathematics up to the level of his own needs as obligatory and further studies for the sake of society as social obligatory. So, education is compulsory on every Muslim men and women. Gender is not an excuse in attaining knowledge. Ustad Nursi encourages women on education as they are the first educators of the society. Discussing the importance of special education for women Ustad Nursi considered them to be "heroes of compassion". He severely criticized Western-based educational systems which give great importance to women's exterior beauty and neglect their inner beauty. 
Conclusion
From first to last this paper tries to discuss the concept of Islam on knowledge and to analyze the role of prophethood in universalizing the knowledge in the light of Ustad Nursi’s teachings. The substantiating arguments show that Ustad Nursi, while dreaming on Madrasatu Zahra,  was trying to materialize the role of prophethood as a scholar and mujaddid of Modern world. 
Ustad tried his best to establish the Madrasatu Zahra as a centre for higher studies rooted in the Islamic philosophy. “Our enemies are ignorance, poverty and disputes. We will fight against these three enemies with education, industry and unity,” he said[endnoteRef:3]. Its conceptual part was written from what he called Madrastul Yusufiya. He later visualized its materialization in another way, “Inshaallah, the students of Risale-i Nur will achieve the establishment of the material aspect of this lofty truth in the future.” (Kastamonu Appendix, p. 51) [3:  The Life of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, p. 64] 

Now, to make this happen in its exact vision, the need is restructuring of the curricula of our schools, colleges and universities according to the teachings of Ustad Said Nursi. At school level from primary to higher secondary, an integrated knowledge of Modern Schools, Madrasas and sufi lodges should be applied. Instead of using text books prepared on the basis of irreligious secular educational concepts, study materials based Islamic Philosophy should be prepared . At higher levels, students should be free to pursue their interest. Ustad Nursi says: “This is true for all branches of science; therefore we should specialize in one branch and make our general knowledge like a pool from which we assist the study of that branch.” Whatever field they choose, every student should be taught general principles of Islamic practices such as swalat, Zakat, and Fasting.
I quote the optimistic comment of Ustad Bediuzzaman Said Nursi to conclude, "You see, after these noble sons of Islam have received their diplomas, each will lead a continent, and, waving the banner of Islam, their just and mighty father, on the horizons of perfection, they will proclaim the mystery of pre-eternal wisdom inherent in mankind in the view of pre-eternal divine determining and in the face of obstinate fate."
