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With an elevated purpose and wisdom, Almighty God created man in the best of patterns and appointed him as His representative sent to the world to live and manifest the highest aim of creation. 

As His wisdom requires it, Man is to the world as a traveller who will discover and learn his object of search—the Ultimate Truth— as he journeys towards his final destination and as he fulfills his duties as God’s representative in the earthly life. However, as God decrees to test this travelling man and to send him to the world, he endows him with innate abilities and also blesses him with the Sacred Books that will guide and help him solve whatever problem that comes his way as he travels back to God.

Although he is a traveller confronted with myriad of difficulties and examinations in his journey, Man also learns and appreciates the sheer beauty and meaning of life along his journey. Thus, as part of his test, he lives the manifestations of both happiness and sadness every now and then. However, as such condition, never God forsakes him. That is why to preserve and keep him in the straight path towards his destination, God engages man in a constant dialogue with Him through His Books of Guidance and His Noble Prophets. 

Despite all human tribulations and worldly events he constantly faces, Man is, however, determined to brave and overcome whatever challenge that threatens and hinders him as he travels to reach the end of his journey—the Ultimate Truth. 

Now, thinking the present condition of humanity, we pause for a while and ask ourselves the questions: Where are we now as one humanity travelling towards the Truth? How have we been fulfilling the elevated aims of our life as we continue in our journey towards our final destination? Are we in constant dialogue with God? Will we be able to make it to the end of our journey?

If we do not have the ready and confident answers to these questions, then as travellers, we better stop for a moment and ask God: ‘‘How have we been doing?’’. After all, He is the Almighty God from Whom we began our journey and to Whom we will travel back. Let us come back to Him, and start a new dialogue with Him so we remember the purpose of our life and learn from Him the things we need to do to reach our final destination safe and sound.

In this symposium, I would like to share one of the three sections of a paper I am still working on, that is, ‘‘The Prophet and The Qur-an in God’s Dialogue With Humanity’’, a subheading of the paper entitled, ‘‘The Prophet and The Imperative Call for Dialogue in The Risale Nur’’.

In this brief presentation, we aim to understand the role of the Prophet and the Qur-an in the concept of dialogue as discussed in the Risale Nur. Also, in this presentation, we do our best to look into the purpose of God’s dialogue with humanity in the life and thought of Ustad Nursi. Finally, as one Muslim Ummah and as one humanity travelling towards the Truth, we can—I hope— make use of this discussion as we try to give appropriate answers to the questions we asked just earlier.


THE INSEPARABILITY OF THE PROPHET AND THE QUR-AN IN GOD’S DIALOGUE WITH HUMANITY

As Muslims, we believe that the Qur-an is, without a doubt, the Word of God. It is a divine scripture that serves as a guide for every aspect of our earthly life. We also believe that the Qur’an as a sacred book has solutions to all of problems that confront every human being and every human society. We regard the Qur’an as a shining proof of prophethood and the last divine book revealed for guidance of humanity through Prophet Muhammad. 

In many parts of the RisaleNur particularly in The Words, Ustad Nursi expounds the Qur-an as a complete guidance for humanity. The following passage from the Risale Nur is —I believe— sufficient enough to elucidate the indispensability of the Qur-an in the life and existence of humanity. 

The All-Wise Qur'an, which makes known to us our Sustainer, is thus: it is the pre-eternal translator of the great book of the universe; the discloser of the treasures of the Divine Names concealed in the pages of the earth and the heavens; the key to the truths hidden beneath these lines of events; the treasury of the favours of the Most Merciful and pre-eternal addresses, which come forth from the World of the Unseen beyond the veil of this Manifest World; the sun, foundation, and plan of the spiritual world of Islam, and the map of the worlds of the hereafter; the distinct expounder, lucid exposition, articulate proof, and clear translator of the Divine Essence, attributes, and deeds; the instructor, true wisdom, guide, and leader of the world of humanity; it is both a book of wisdom and law, and a book of prayer and worship, and a book of command and summons, and a book of invocation and Divine knowledge — it is book for all spiritual needs; and it is a sacred library offering books appropriate to the ways of all the saints and veracious, the purified and the scholars, whose ways and paths are all different.1

Ustad Nursi strongly believes that the Qur-an comprehensively contains answers to our all questions and problems regarding the purpose of our human life and, the existence and meaning of the whole universe. In this passage, Ustad Nursi also points out that the Qur-an is one that makes known to us humans our Sustainer. He reminds us that whatever problems we may have, we can always turn to the Qur-an for solutions since it is a complete book of guidance for every aspect of our human life. 

On some occasions, Ustad Nursi explains the inimitability of Qur-an. He explicitly speaks on the Qur-an’s unique dialogical nature that invites all humanity towards God. 
We content ourselves with the following passage that, for me, best captures the concept of dialogue in the Risale  Nur. 

‘‘The Qur'an is the speech and address of the Sustainer of all the worlds and Creator of the whole universe and a dialogue in no way hinting of imitation and artificiality. It is addressed to the one sent in the name of all men, indeed of all beings, the most famous and renowned of mankind, the strength and breadth of whose belief gave rise to mighty Islam and raised its owner to the level of the “Distance of Two Bowstrings” and returned him as the addressee of the Eternally Besought One. It describes and explains the matters concerning happiness in this world and the next, the results of the creation of the universe, and the dominical purposes within it. It expounds also the belief of the one it addresses, which was the highest and most extensive of belief and bore all the truths of Islam.’’2

In the passage, Ustad Nursi expresses his conviction that the Qur-an is a dialogue with no imitation that profoundly describes issues pertaining to human search for happiness in this world and in the afterlife. Ustad Nursi also tells us that the Qur-an explains the wisdom and end results of the creation of the universe as well as the dominical aims and purposes within it. In last part of the passage, the Qur-an is described as the fundamental source of the tenets of belief in God which unfolds the truths of Islam.

In the same passage, Ustad Nursi  goes on to say that the Qur-an as a perfect form of dialogue is revealed to Prophet Muhammad as he is the most worthy to represent all humankind and who has reached the highest station of faith in the sight of God. Though God addresses all classes of human beings in the Qur-an, Ustad Nursi mentions in the passage that the Prophet being able to reach the ‘‘Distance of Two Bowstrings’’ tells us the Prophet’ peerless stature as he has been able to ascend in the highest heavens and converse with God in a manner no other human being has ever experienced. Like many other treatises, the treatise on the Ascension of the Prophet expounds this event as a brilliant proof of prophethood where Prophet Muhammad meets with God in behalf of the entire humanity. In the same passage, Ustad Nursi emphasizes that the Qur-an is the foundation of all truths of Islam.

The passage succinctly elucidates the concept of dialogue in the Risane Nur. First of all, this concept of dialogue in the Risale Nur refers fundamentally to the constant call of God for conversation with humankind. Through that dialogue—the Qur-an itself, God engages humans and teaches them what they would not otherwise know. Through this dialogical nature, the Qu-ran makes God and His divine plans known to us humans. In this dialogue, God wants to bring humanity to a conscious relationship with Him. In turn, through this intimate relationship with God, humans will be able to uphold the dignity, the value and the purpose of life that God has decreed for them. Moreover, this constant and conscious engagement in dialogue with God will lead humans to understand the value and meaning of life and existence as shown and manifested in the universe in general, and in their own selves, in particular. Upon knowing the purpose of this God’s dialogue, humans will be saved from unnecessary sadness and misfortunes arising from human tendencies and nature.  Finally, as they understand the importance of living in constant dialogue with God, humans will eventually come to terms as one humanity living in the way of God. As a result, Humans will appreciate living together in peace, love and harmony with one another as they travel towards God—the end of their journey.
 
In line with the aim of God’s dialogue, Ustad Nursi emphasizes that to consciously know God and to believe in Him, and to worship and to love Him is the highest purpose of man. In following passage, Ustad Nursi writes,

Be certain of this, that the highest aim of creation and its most important result is belief in God.  The  most  exalted  rank  in  humanity  and  its  highest  degree  is  the knowledge of God contained  within belief in God. The most radiant happiness and sweetest bounty for jinn and human beings is the love of God contained within the knowledge of God. And the purest joy for the human spirit and the sheerest delight for man’s heart is the rapture of the spirit contained within the love of God. Yes, all true happiness, pure joy, sweet bounties, and untroubled pleasure lie in knowledge of God and love of God; they cannot exist without them.3


In this passage, we see four concepts associated with the aim of creation which mirrors and maintains the essence of the dialogue of God with humanity. These concepts are: faith or belief in God, knowledge of God, worship of God, and love of God. They are indivisible. Meaning to say, belief in God necessitates knowing Him, and knowledge of God requires worshipping Him, and worship of God leads to loving Him. All these concepts are explicitly found and revealed in the Qur-an which is the fundamental source of Ustad Nursi in his writings. As he says in the passage, the only way to real happiness for humanity is to understand and fulfill this aim of creation. This aim of life is revealed to the prophets of God throughout the ages. And as for the last divine guidance, Prophet Muhammad received the Qur-an that reflects his exemplary life and character. 
Now let us come to Prophet Muhammad and its role in the dialogue of God with humanity. In the Risale Nur, the Thirty-First  Word, the Treatise on the Ascension, the Nineteenth Word, the Treatise on the prophethood of Muhammad, Nineteen Signs of the Nineteenth Letter are specific treatises that discuss his prophethood in detail. However, one passage that I believe succinctly elaborates the elevated personality of Prophet Muhammad is as follows:

 And this being, the lord of the angels, jinn, and men, was the most illumined and perfect fruit of the tree of the universe, and the personification of Divine Mercy, and the exemplar of dominical love, and the most luminous proof of the Truth, and the most radiant lamp of reality, and the key to the talisman of the universe, and the solver of the riddle of creation, and the expounder of the wisdom of the world, and the herald of Divine sovereignty, and the describer of the beauties of dominical art, and in regard to the comprehensiveness of his disposition, he was the most complete example of the perfections of beings. In which case, these attributes of his and his spiritual personality indicate, indeed, show that this being was the ultimate cause of the universe’s existence; that is to say, the universe’s Creator looked to this being and created the universe. It may be said that if He had not created him, He would not have created the universe. Yes, the truths of the Qur’an and lights of belief he brought to men and jinn, and the elevated virtues and exalted perfections apparent in his being are a decisive witness to this fact.4

In this passage, Prophet Muhammad is of peerless status. He is the end fruit of creation. God would not have created the universe if it were not for him. He is the most perfect divine masterpiece. He gathered in himself all beautiful manifestations of God’s names and attributes. This portrayal also reasserts the verse that describes him as one created in the most excellent of manner5, and supports the hadith that speaks on his mission to perfect conduct and morality for humanity.6 This also confirms the prophetic traditions that say God Himself has taught the Prophet the best manner. In the first parts of Surah Najm, the Qur-an narrates that Prophet Muhammad never acts and says on anything but with inspiration from God.7 Like many treatises of the Risale Nur that expounds on his prophethood,8 this passage vividly stated how the Prophet becomes the most appropriate expounder of the Qur-an and, messenger of light and truths of belief to all humanity. 

Even for many non-Muslim writers and personalities like Michael H. Hart, Prophet Muhammad is the most successful and influential man in the entire human history.9  In the famous work10, Fethulah Gülen, a contemporary Islamic scholar, elucidates in detail the life, role and necessity of Prophet Muhammad. Succinctly, Gülen tells us that Prophet Muhammad is sent to make known God and His laws to humans, to illuminate and guide humanity to the service of God, to be a God’s witness, and to be an exemplar to establish balance in human life.With all these accounts and descriptions, no doubt that Prophet Muhammad befits to be the most perfect masterwork of God who is most worthy to be followed by the entire human race in all worldly affairs. 

[bookmark: 31]As we see in this discussion, Ustad Nursi reminds us that the Qur-an is a constant call of God for a conscious dialogue with humanity. It is a living book of guidance and solutions to all human problems. It is most appropriately revealed through Prophet Muhammad whose exemplary life greatly reflects the elevated kind of life that God wants for entire humanity. As we relate the Prophet’s role to the dialogue of God, we say that the God’s call for dialogue with humanity is in fact His constant call for humanity to follow the exemplary life of Prophet Muhammad. This only suggests that anyone can truly be ready for dialogue with God and live according to the purpose of life decreed by God for him when he understands and follows the life of Prophet Muhammad whom God first engaged with in the dialogical Qur-an. In the same manner, to understand and to follow the exemplary life of the Prophet, one must start reading and studying the Qur-an as it is in the Qur-an that the Prophet Muhammad’s life is concisely and sufficiently elucidated. In few words, there is a need to understand the inseparability of prophethood and Qur-an in all discussions regarding the dialogue of God with humanity.

We now cite two verses from the Qur-an which I think best summarize and confirm Prophet Muhammad being the ultimate high way towards God. In Surah Imran, God says,

‘‘Say (to them, O Messenger): ‘If you indeed love Allah, then follow me so that Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Compassionate.’"11

In another Qur-anic verse, God tells us,

Assuredly, God has done the believers a great kindness by raising amongthem a Messenger of their own, reciting to them His revelations, and purifyingthem (of false beliefs and doctrines, and sins, and all kinds of uncleanness), and instructing them in the Book and the wisdom; whereas, before that, they were lost in obvious error.12 

This verse vividly states how God regards Prophet Muhammad as a mercy to whoever believes in God. Also, God narrates to us that with divine guidance and revelations, Prophet Muhammad has forever changed and guided a highly corrupt human society which was once devoid of God’s presence. He has been able to transform a worst society that human history has ever witnessed. With the moral principles of the Qur-an,  this tremendous human achievement implies that any human society in the world today can possibly be created and or transformed for the better through the highly humane and Godly guidance of the Prophet and the Qur-an. Finally, the verse concisely concludes the indispensability of the role of Prophet Muhammad as the key to God’s for call dialogue.
. 
As we end this part of the paper, we now pause for a while and ask ourselves, how do we make sense of this discussion?  Based on this lofty purpose of dialogue with God, that is to live the highest aim of human life according to God’s direction, we ask again, where are we now as one Muslim Ummah and as one humanity travelling towards the Truth? How have we been fulfilling our aims and duties towards God? Are we in constant dialogue with God? And will we be able to reach our final destination fulfilled thinking that we have lived in the way of God?

The distressing reality we see in human societies today can possibly give the best answers to these questions. 

Today, many of us humans turn away from God and severe their ties with Him. These humans continue to form societies especially in the West which are almost devoid of God’s presence and God’s dialogue.  These human societies rely not in the moral principles of the Qur-an in their worldly affairs but mainly on secular rational thinking that, by taking materialism and atheism as the primary principles of life, undermines the spiritual values, ideals and integrity of human life. Now we see that the value and happiness of humanity is continuously being reduced to a mere insignificant thing in the sight of God. 

In our social discourse, for example, we barely hear our leaders who run and determine the fate of our societies, discussing the concept of love of God which is the beginning and end result of the aim of life that we are discussing here. This reality is seen in many war-stricken countries like Syria where political interests are preferred above all basic human rights and ethics. We hope that one day, we see our leaders implementing the rule of law and justice in the strong foundation of the principles of love. 

As a final note, I believe that for as long as we do not realize the need to live in the way of God—emphasizing in our daily social life the meaning of love that springs from our love of God— this degenerating reality we see in our world today will not cease to wreak havoc on our journey as one humanity towards the Truth.  I believe that only in the conscious and constant dialogue with the All-Loving God, we can lead ourselves to selfless and altruistic love for all humanity and, only in this way, can we preserve the rights, value, and dignity of human life. As Ustad Nursi says,
The thing which is most worthy of love is love, and that most deserving of enmity is enmity. It is love and loving—that renders people’s social life secure and that leads to happiness—it is these which are most worthy of love and being loved. 13 The Time for enmity and hostility is finished. 14

With all this, I hope and pray that we understand the necessity to be always in conscious dialogue with the All-Loving God, by means of the Holy Qur-an and through the exemplary life of Prophet Muhammad and, in turn, we learn the true essence of love as we try to establish a lasting security, peace, harmony, and happiness in the entire human society today. 
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