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Abstract:

Shaykh Sa’id Nursi provided some benefits of belief as contained in the first chapter of the 23rd word. Nursi mentioned that it is the only means of earning paradise and an ultimate weapon against the Hell-Fire. It is in the light of the above fact that this paper intends to examine the benefits of belief in attaining a meaningful life in both worlds in the light of the 23rd word. According to Nursi, belief makes one to acquire the apex position of value worthy of paradise. It illuminates the universe and delivers the past and the future from darkness. It is a light and strength. Belief makes man distinct from animal and makes him to always supplicate to God which makes him powerful and successful in his affairs. Nursi employed the method of comparison between belief and unbelief in order to show the strength of belief towards attaining success in both world and on the other hand, in order to show the weakness of unbelief towards a ridiculous life leading to the Hell Fire.Thus; based on the Nursi’s submission on the benefits of belief, this author examines these benefits and how belief links the believer to His Creator and makes him to act according to God’s will and finally achieve the pleasure of Allah in both world. In writing this paper, both analytical and descriptive methods were employed. In other word, analytical method is adopted in analyzing the content of the first chapter of the 23rd word in which Nursi provided five major benefits of belief. In addition, descriptive method is also employed in discussing these benefits as provided by Nursi.
Key Words: Belief, Means, True Meaning, Nursi, Perspective, 23rd Word



In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Peace and blessings of Allah be upon our noble Prophet, his companions and all those who follow their footsteps to the end of time

Introduction

Bediuzzaman Sa’id Nursi was a renowned Muslim scholar and a Mujaddid who contributed immensely towards understanding the Creator of the Universe through different Islamic perspectives. One of these important aspects of Islamic religion is on the benefits of belief as clearly provided in 23rd word. This article is an attempt to provide an integrated framework on the benefits of belief in the light of 23rd word. In this regard, definition and discussion on the concept of belief are provided. Similarly, to have better understanding of the subject matter, a set of comparison between belief and unbelief as illustrated by Nursi is carefully drawn. Moreover, discussion on the benefits of belief is further provided which is the main object of this paper.
Definition of Belief

Belief or faith is from the root Arabic word amana which means to belief. Iman is the opposite of unbelief. To believe in something is to have faith in it. Iman means to show acquiescence and acceptance to the sacred Law, and to all that the Prophet (Peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) brought, and to accept it and believe in it whole heartedly.[footnoteRef:2] The one who holds this is a believer (mu'min) and a Muslim, having neither misgivings nor doubts; and he is the one who feels that discharging the obligations of Islam is incumbent upon him, and accepted them sincerely. Nursi defined belief as a relation which connects man to the All-Glorious Maker which makes him acquire value by virtue of the Divine art and inscriptions of the dominical Names which become apparent in him.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  H. A. Al-Jifri, “The Concept of Faith in Islam”,  Mobda English Monograph Series, No.13, The Royal Aal Al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought, 2012, p.13 ]  [3:  Bediuzzaman Sa’id Nursi, The Words, S. Vahide (Trans), IHLAS NUR NESRIYAT Sanayi Ticaret Ltd. Ankara, 2001, p.323] 

There are six articles of faith in Islam. These are belief in Allah, angels, scripture, Messengers, the Hereafter and the belief in Destiny both good and evil. Nursi explained these articles as follows: Belief in Allah means to acknowledge aspects of His divinity as Rabb (Lord), belief in angels demands that a believer must be convinced of their existence. They are honorable creatures of Allah, who are ever ready to fulfill all His commandments, Belief in scripture means to believe that Allah presented revelation compiled in books to the apostles to guide people towards the path of truth, belief in the Messengers means believing that each Messenger’s mission stems from the commandments of Allah, Belief in the Hereafter signifies the reality of resurrection, The belief in the qada’ wa qadar (divine will and decree) whether good or bad means that Allah performs all decrees according to his absolute free will.[footnoteRef:4] In one of his Ahadith, the Prophet (SAW) was asked about the meaning of Iman (belief or faith) and he replied: [4:  Mohd Safri Ali, et-al, “Said Nursi’s Theological Thoughts in the Light of Sunni Doctrine”, Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 25 (S), 2017), p.75] 

" He (the Messenger of Allah) answered, "It is that you believe in Allah and His angels and His Books and His Messengers and in the Last Day, and in fate (qadar), both in its good and in its evil aspects." He said, "You have spoken truly."….[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Muslim, Sahih Muslim, J. A. Badi, Sharh Arba'een an Nawawî (COMMENTARY OF FORTY HADITHS OF AN NAWAWI), No.2, 2012 retrieved on http://fortyhadith.iiu.edu.my ] 


Discussions and Results
This section is an analysis of the Nursi’s perception of belief and its benefits in the light of the 23rd word. Sa’id Nursi made a comprehensive highlight on the benefits of belief in comparison with the negative effect of unbelief. Nursi adopted a clear methodology of comparative analysis and by giving parables in explaining the five major benefits of belief in the 23rd word and for each point he compared it with the consequent effect of unbelief. In addition, Nursi gives a parable in form of comparison in order to make things more clearer and for better understanding. 
According to Nursi, virues/benefits of belief are said to be in thousands but he however pinpoints only five out of them. These in summary include; first it raises man to a high position worthy of paradise while unbelief leads to Hell-fire. Second, it illuminates the universe and delivers the past and the future from darkness. Third, belief is both a light and strength. Fourth, belief makes man into a man while unbelief makes man into an impotent beast. Finally, belief necessitates supplication as a means of securing needs. The following is a detailed analysis of these benefits of belief in comparison with unbelief as raised by Sa’id Nursi in the 23rd word.


The Benefits of Belief According to Nursi in Comparison with Unbelief
The First Benefit: Earning Paradise
In the 23rd word, Nursi explained that belief raises the dignity, and prestige of man to a greater height which consequently leads to paradise. According to Nursi:
Through the light of belief, man rises to the highest of the high and acquires a value worthy of Paradise. And through the darkness of unbelief, he descends to the lowest of the low and falls to a position fit for Hell.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Bediuzzaman SAID NURSI, The Words, From the Risale-i Nur Collection 1, Şükran Vahide (Trans.), Sözler Publications A. S., Istanbul, 2008, p.319] 

From the above quote, Nursi pointed to one of the benefits of belief which means man can only acquire a high position that can take him to paradises by having a sincere belief in Allah through obedience to His commandments and abstaining from his prohibitions. Nursi compared belief and unbelief by the similitude of light and darkness. While belief is compared to light, unbelief is like a darkness the effect of which takes one to the Hell fire. On the other hand, Nursi affirms that belief is a relation which connects man to his Creator while unbelief destroys such relationship.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Bediuzzaman Sa’id Nursi, The Words, S. Vahide (Trans), IHLAS NUR NESRIYAT Sanayi Ticaret Ltd. …, p.323] 

Nursi gave a similitude of belief and unbelief like that of man’s art and the value of the materials used. That man is such an antique work of Allah who is most subtle and graceful miracle of His power. Man was created to manifest His names and their inscriptions on earth. Thus through the light of belief, man will be able to read them consciously. Belief connects man to his maker and makes apparent all the works of art in him. On the reverse case, Nursi maintained that if unbelief destroys such relationship, then all those meaningful inscriptions of the Divine Names are plunged into darkness and become illegible.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Nursi, The Words, Ibid, p.324] 

From the foregoing, it is clear that one of the benefits of belief is that man acquires value through belief by manifesting the Divine Names of Allah in his entire conducts.
The Second Benefit: Belief Illuminates both Man and the Universe and Delivers the Past and the Future from Darkness

In support of the above, Nursi quoted the following verse from the Glorious Qur’an where Allah says:
Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He leads them out of darkness into light.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Qur’an 2:257] 


Nursi further illustrated this instance by way of comparison in a vision he saw. Nursi imagined in a vision this comparison between belief and unbelief in order to show the advantage of belief and its significance. Nursi saw a bridge in a vision between two high mountains, with all the terrifying creatures at both his left and right. Nursi described the bridge as the road of life whiles the two mountains as the beginning and end of life which are this world and the intermediate Realm. The right side represent the past while the left side, the future. Nursi also imagined a small torch he used in the vision which does not provide the desired light as the human ego which is egotistical, relies on what it knows and does not heed the heavenly revelation. Those things he imagined to be monsters were the events and strange creatures of the world.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Nursi, op.cit, pp.324-325] 

From the foregoing, Nursi made it clear, the difference between belief and unbelief. The imagined situation above was described as the state of unbelief in which man relies on his ego, falls into the darkness of heedlessness and is afflicted with the blackness of misguidance. Nursi quoted the following verse to support the above where Allah says:
  …And those who reject belief, their protectors are the evil ones; they lead them out of light into darkness.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Qur’an 2:257] 


In the second state of his vision, Nursi realized that the bridge was just a high way, the vast grave was a beautiful, verdant gardens and gatherings for worship and other services, what he imagined on his left was a vast, lovely and elevated place for enjoyment. What he imagined to be terrifying monsters and dragons were familiar domestic animals. Thus Nursi described this second state as the state of belief in which man attains to Divine guidance and belief enters his heart. To illustrate this vision, Nursi cited the following verse:
Allah is the Protector of those who believe; He leads them out of darkness into Light…[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Qur’an 2:257] 


To further support this, he cited the verse: “Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Qur’an 24:35] 

From the above explanation, Nursi shows that Belief makes man understand his Creator and act according to His commandments. This will further makes him see everything with the help of Divine light and guidance in all his endeavors and this is indeed a great benefit.
The Third Benefit: Belief is both Light and Strength

According to Nursi, one of the benefits of belief is placing the trust in Allah completely and as a result makes one to travels through the mountainous wave of events in the ship of life in complete safety. He entrusts all his burdens to the hand of Power of the absolutely Powerful One.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Bediuzzaman SAID NURSI, The Words, From the Risale-i Nur Collection 1, op.cit, p.322] 

According to Nursi, belief which makes one to put all his trust in Allah will also make him live a life of ease and comfort in this world and take rest in the intermediate Realm and finally attains a happier life in the paradise. Nursi however cautioned that reliance on God does not warrant rejecting causes. On the other hand, those disbelief and fail to rely on God, the burdens of this world will eventually drag them to the lowest of the low like the similitude of a two men who loaded heavy burdens on to both their backs and heads and buying ticket boaded a ship. One of them left his load on the deck and sitting on it guarded it. The other stupid and arrogant refused to do that fearing that his load might get lost. He was advised to put the load down on the deck so that he will have rest and he was assured of the safety of his load. He refused and exclaimed that he was strong. He was further convinced by what will be his consequent action and behavior. When he heeded the advice, he now realized how simple and comfortable it is to leave his load on the deck as the first man did.[footnoteRef:15]  [15: Ibid, p.323 ] 

This cited story by Nursi in comparison illustrated a clear difference between the one who put his trust in Allah and the one who does not. This shows the benefit of belief which is derived as a result of having complete trust in Allah. Placing trust in Allah is further the resultant effect of belief.
The Fourth Benefit: Belief makes Man a True Man
Belief makes man a true man while unbelief makes man into an extremely impotent beast. According to Nursi, humanity becomes humanity through belief. This is one of the differences between man and animal. Man needs to learn everything when he comes to this world; he is ignorant and needs to go on learning till the end of his life. Man’s innate duty is to be perfected through learning and to proclaim his worship of God and servitude to Him through supplications. Man came to this world to be perfected by means of knowledge and supplications. In regard to his nature and ability, everything is tied to knowledge. Thus; the foundation, source, light and spirit of all true knowledge is knowledge of God and its essence and basis is belief in Allah. According to Nursi, after belief, the fundamental innate duty of man is supplication due to his endless needs and boundless poverty, boundless impotence, endless tribulations and innumerable enemies.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Nursi, op.cit, p.328] 

It can be inferred from the above highlight by Nursi that man needs to seek for the knowledge of God which is the basis for belief in Him. By having the light of belief in Allah, one is made to understand his position and relation to his Creator. Man further understand his weakness in all respect and requires constant supplications to deliver him from the bondage of difficulties and tribulations.
The Fifth Benefit: Belief Necessitates Supplication As a Means of Securing Needs
Nursi quoted the following verse of the Qur’an to back the above point. Allah (SWT) says: 
Say: My Sustainer would not concern Himself with you but for your Supplication.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Qur’an 25:77] 


In another verse, Allay says: “Call upon Me and I will answer you.”[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Qur’an 40:60] 


In this regard, Nursi shows that one of the benefits of belief is that it makes one to realized necessary it is to supplicate to Allah due to man’s weakness and impotence. The value and strength of man depends on his constant supplications. Furthermore, Allah (SWT) commands that He should be call upon and He is ever ready to respond to our prayers as the above verse indicates.According to Nursi, every supplication is answered but its being accepted and what was sought being given is dependent on Almighty Allah’s wisdom. Allah does in accordance with the requirements of dominical wisdom; He gives either what is sought, or what is better than it, or He gives nothing at all. Supplication is a form of worship and recognition of man’s servitude to God. Worship should be purely and sincerely for God’s sake. Man should only proclaim his impotence and seek refuge with Him through supplication and he should not interfere in His dominicality. Taking of measures should be left to God and rely on His wisdom.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Nursi, Op.cit, p.331] 

Nursi identified four types of supplications. The first three belongs to other beings like animals and plants. These are supplication through the tongue of innate ability, supplication through the tongue of innate needs, and supplication through the tongue of exigency and these three types are always accepted. The fourth type according to Nursi is our supplication which is further sub-divided into two: the first is the active and by disposition while the second is the verbal and with heart. For example, having recourse to causes is an active prayer. The second is to seek certain wishes which the hand cannot reach. The one who offers the supplication knows that there is Someone Who hears the wishes of his heart, Whose hand can reach all things, Who can bring about each of his desires, Who takes pity on his impotence; and answers his poverty.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Ibid] 

From the foregoing, one come to understand that Nursi mentioned supplication as a necessary tool and weapon for those who belief. Belief makes one to supplicate in order to seek Divine help from the One Who commands believers to supplicate to Him and ask for his Divine assistance. 
Conclusion
The value and benefits of belief as provided by Nursi are of utmost importance. In 23rd word, Nursi highlighted on five major benefits of belief. It is understood from the discussion that belief is a means of flying to a high abode in paradise apart from the life of happiness in this temporary world. This indeed is the first and highest benefit of belief. Nursi mentioned as discussed, the second benefit of belief as the light of guidance through which man acquires excellent traits and a happy life in both world. The third benefit provided by Nursi is that it makes one have full trust in Allah which makes him live in peace, safety and finally attains everlasting life of happiness in the next world. The fourth benefit outlined by Nursi is what makes man a true man and that is the knowledge of God which is the essence and basis for the belief in Allah. The last benefit provided by Nursi in the 23rd word is that it makes one keep a constant remembrance of Allah through supplications to God which guaranty the securing of his needs knowing fully his weakness and impotence.

Bibliography
Bediuzzaman Sa’id Nursi, The Words, S. Vahide (Trans), IHLAS NUR NESRIYAT Sanayi Ticaret Ltd. Ankara, 2001

Bediuzzaman SAID NURSI, The Words, From the Risale-i Nur Collection 1, Şükran Vahide (Trans.), Sözler Publications A. S., Istanbul, 2008

H. A. Al-Jifri, “The Concept of Faith in Islam”,  Mobda English Monograph Series, No.13, The Royal Aal Al-Bayt Institute for Islamic Thought, 2012
 
Mohd Safri Ali, et-al, “Said Nursi’s Theological Thoughts in the Light of Sunni Doctrine”, Pertanika J. Soc. Sci. & Hum. 25 (S), 2017)

J. A. Badi, Sharh Arba'een an Nawawî (COMMENTARY OF FORTY HADITHS OF AN NAWAWI), No.2, 2012 retrieved on http://fortyhadith.iiu.edu.my 


11

