Prophets and strata of society
“The belief in God is the beating heart of religion and the cement which holds human society together[footnoteRef:2].” (Said Nursi) [2:  On the life and thought of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi,P.57 ] 

Introduction to the subject: Prophet’s relations with various strata of society, dawn the ages, had been almost identical as, they treated them at par with each other being servants of God irrespective of their lineage with caste, creed, colour and nationality. Their inclination towards the weaker sections was nothing but natural because these prophets were embodiments of deepest love, affection and kindness. In fact, these sections need utmost care and protection from the oppression of the powerful wealthy mafia. 
For instance, poor that constitute the major portion of the working class had been successive victims of tyranny and suppression of  those who were holding the key of economy in their hands or play a significant role in the decision making process of the state. Though, the entire progress of any state or nation has been indebted to the poor class, they had not been neglected alone rather they were pushed to the corner and completely marginalized as if they have no share in the nation building. All prophets appreciated this class, acknowledged their sacrifices in cash and kind and brought them at par with other strata of the society in honor and dignity. It is the poor people who, throughout the ages, accepted the invitation of prophets at the initial stage and offered whatsoever they had for the promotion of prophetic mission.
It is needless to state that the rich or well off people always relegated to poor in the acceptance of truth as, they had countless mental blocks for accepting the truth and above all they had to bid farewell to their all visible and lucrative privileges, their name &fame, pomp& show and the grand  lifestyle, they had to contain themselves from all sorts of aberrations in all walks of life and take a pledge to walk along the path of truth that leads directly to paradise without any curve in the midst of the way. All prophets, like other strata of society worked on them and tried at their level best to streamline the endeavor of this particular section for the benefit of this major chunk of population and inculcated in their minds the ultimate truth.                
Children are the builders of nations, they symbolize honesty, courage and purity of heart as, they are plain hearted and completely blank, anything can be written. They can be prepared for the future leadership if they are brought up in true monotheistic fashion and trained in a proper manner. Thus, it was all but natural, all prophets paid huge quantum of care to these children to usher in changes in the society and whereby bring forth a revolution in consonance with the requirement of time and space for the betterment of the society as a whole.
Youths are assets for any society, they can be cashed at any moment, and each organization needs their services for the success of their mission. They have inbuilt potentialities to embrace the truth provided it is cramped into their minds and appeal their conscience. They are also endowed with courage, commitment and honesty by their Creator. Hence, the credit for success of any moment, right or wrong, goes to them. Keeping in mind these calibers all prophets worked on them and gave them special attention.         
  The old people; man or woman expect due attention from their progeny, children and their young ones. They need both moral as well as physical support of their family members. There must be somebody who can solace them as they used to approach their eternal life and live on the verge of departure from this worldly life and its pleasure. Naturally, they became the focal points of all prophets for their affection and pacification. All prophets mobilized the younger generation for their services whereby they can attain final salvation or pave the way for their life hereafter and enter the Guest House of the Almighty.
Normally, sick persons succumb to depression, their isolation and solitude owing to continuous illness make them further feeble and weak, they become the store of anxieties and worries, and instability revolves around them, with every wink of an eye something comes to them and haunt their minds for something or the other. At such circumstance, they need somebody who can pacify them, give them patient hearing, respect their wishes with smiling face and open heart. All the prophets, without any iota of doubt, preached their communities for special attention to these sick people without caring for remuneration as, they will get better and manifold remuneration from the owner of this Divine kingdom, that too at the time of acute requirement on the Day of Judgment. 
With a cursory glance at different treatises authored by Bediuzzan Said Nursi pertaining to the prophet and his interaction with various strata of human society one can realize that Allama Nursi has tried to annotate the prophetic wisdom in a very rational and philosophical manner quite appealing and apt to the human mind. It appears from his writings on the subject under discussion that he internalized the whole gamut of the sayings of the prophet, digested them and then brought to the Turkish nation in particular and the Muslim Ummah as a whole. It is pertinent to note that his entire deliberations rest on his personal day- to-day experience. In fact he, through his Rasail-i-Nur, he gave a logical touch to different dimensions of the prophet’s life.                                            
Scope of the subject: 
Youth as a point of reference: Man from his birth to death passes through many stages such as childhood, adult, youth and old age. Youth is the most precious and valuable among the entire stages that a man passes through in his life as, it is a bounty bestowed upon the human being by their almighty Creator. However, like other stages of human life youth also cannot be eternal, some day or the other, it also has to go but along with the departure of youth man cannot remain within the bonds of the licit, it is also to be lost. And rather than pleasure, it brings calamities and sufferings in this physical world and in the life hereafter[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  A Guide For youth, p.p.32-37] 

Moreover, if somebody spends his youth in the light of Islamic injunctions as an obedient and faithful slave he can enjoy his youth eternally which will have no end. For such a pleasant life one has to be equipped with the weapons of firm belief and faith as, the life without belief or wrong belief is ineffective; it will bring pains, sorrows and grief for exceeding the superficial and fleeting enjoyment.
Contrary to animals man possesses mind to think that ultimately connects him to all three tenses; past, present and future. Taking advantage of his potentialities he can obtain both pain and pleasure from them. Unlike the human beings, the animals do not get affected with the sorrows rising from the past and fears and anxieties rising from the future. For seeking pleasure of life man falls to a level hundred times lower than an animal. Hence, they need guidance and care to avoid such circumstances as, for misguided person all the times and universes of the past are non-existent or dead. So, their intellects that connect them to the past and the future produce darkness and blackness.  Due to lack of belief the future is also non-existent. 
On the other hand belief and faith enlivens human beings, illuminates their both; the past and the future. It produces elevated spiritual pleasure and lights of existence for the sprit and heart. Hence, if somebody likes to enjoy the pleasure of life he should equip himself with a strong belief, adorn with religious duties and preserve it by abstaining from sins.
Though, it is a bit difficult task to save the youthfulness, , because man succumbs to verities of deceptions created by the Satans and the internal illicit desires. Only those can save their youth who are well-grounded in their faith and armed with belief and have firm conviction in the attainment of eternal treasure which they will get when everything will be destroyed. Those young people will never fall prey to the treachery of the scantily dressed beautiful woman holding extremely delicious but infected poisonous candy rather they would have followed the person with a talisman that denotes the successive teachings of the prophets right from Adam to Muhammad and enshrine in the Holy Scriptures.
Certainly, it will not be proper for a wise youth to fall prey to illicit pleasures of five to ten years for which he has to suffer years of grief and sorrow in this world, torment and harm in the Intermediate Realm and the calamities of hell in the hereafter.
When Bediuzzaman Said Nursi studied the Hadith wherein the prophet observed “The best of youth arte those who resemble men of mature age while the worst men of middle age are those who resemble youths”, he inferred the following lessons[footnoteRef:4]: [4:  A Guide For Youth , p.p.114-115] 

If you want a friend God is sufficient.
If you want companions the Quran is sufficient.
If you want possessions contentment is sufficient.
If you want an enemy the soul is sufficient.
If you want advice death is sufficient.
The man who has come to this world leads his life between hope and fear. He spends his whole life between two basic principles of human life   specially the one who believes in his Creator. He fears Him and has lot of hopes and aspirations as well, especially when a person reaches to an old age he is engulfed with so many hopes and aspirations he is encountered with doors of hope  and lights which shine more brightly and strengthen the hopes of the human being. These hopes and lights spring out from belief in God.
Old people
With his firm belief in God, the Almighty Divine Mercy the man shrinks his aspirations, confines himself from all worldly corners and rests with his compassionate Creator alone. His mercy comes to the assistance of living creators on the face of the earth who seek it, and every year fills the spring with innumerable bounties and gifts from the unseen, sending them to needy human being for their sustenance. His Marcy is in greater abundance relatively to human weakness.  For old age people His Mercy is greatest hope and more powerful light. It may be obtained by forming relation with the Most Merciful. One can obtain it through strong belief, performing five daily prayers and being obedient to Him.
The rays of hope also emanate from the prophet who loved his community across all restrictions and human boundaries. He is the means by which the elevated divine purposes are accomplished and high values of beings are realized. When he came into the world he “exclaimed, “My community! My community!” and on the Day of Judgment he will come for the assistance of his community. Thus, they are going to a world illuminated by the stars of countless saints and purified scholars revolving around that sun. 
The holy Quran as Forth Hope is God’s decree and source of His mercy. It is a cure for every ill, a light for every darkness and a hope for all despairs. One cannot directly speak to his Creator but can consult His book (the holy Quran) to know His desires and His relations with human being. It is a miracle in many respects and in every instant on the tongues of at least a hundred million of people, it scatters light, and its every letter affords at least ten merits, fruits of paradise, lights in the Intermediate Realm.  It is an unaltered book; it is the word of the all glorious Creater of the heaven and earth. 
To console an old aged person it is necessary to have faith in the life hereafter as it is a ray of hope and inextinguishable light in the Jet darkness of old age, the hereafter exists and is ever lasting. One hundred and twenty four thousand prophets have unanimously given news of the existence of the hereafter. The one hundred and twenty four million saints have testified to hereafter’s existence. The incalculable corpuses of the date trees on the face of the earth prove life after death and three hundred thousand species of plants and animals are testimony to the existence of hereafter.  There are abundance of evidences which prove that after this transient world there will be an eternal world, Realm of the hereafter and everlasting happiness that they self evidently necessitate acceptance of the hereafter’s existences.
There cannot be second opinion about the transformations that are taking place in the universe and the best creature of the universe; the human being. Thus, day changes into black grave and the world dons its black shrouds, the daytime of human life too will turn into night   and the day- time of the world will turn into the night of Intermediate Realm, and summertime of life will be transformed into the winter nighttime of death. The moment man comes closer to his old age and approaches the time of separation from the world his belief in God’s existence comes to his rescue and he feels that he is not alone because God exists, and since God exists everything exists. For the human being, the world is not empty. Lonely mountains and empty deserts are full of God’s servants. Apart from servants He possesses stones and trees at His disposal[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  All these points are taken from The Treatise For The Elderly, A Guide For women,P.P.35-51] 

Woman
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi converts with women at length and gave very valuable sermons in his deliberation to women folk he categorically stated that compassion that God has given three faculties to all women across the world. He equip them with these three precious jewels; selfless sacrifices & compaction, sincerity and chastity. A woman in the form of mother sacrifices her life to save her child from danger. This sacrifices shows that women are capable of great heroism. With their heroic deeds they may save their lives in both this world and the hereafter. The way women care for their children in this world and save them from prison they must try to save them from being sentenced to the prison of hell. She should guide them to the right path so that the children could be able to do some charitable works and passed them to their mother’s soul.  However, if a woman practice hypocrisy and failed to guide her children in a proper way she along with her children will definitely be penalized. 
 Sincerity is also very important for a woman to maintain the family life. As a matter of fact, family life under the guise of cultural and civilization has transformed into a temporary animal relationship   followed by eternal separation. This shakes the noble fabric of human society in the world at large.  Any tracery or deception with eternal companion causes irreparable damages.
And the last but not the least they must maintain their chastity as any pleasure or enjoyment outside the bounds of the licit are pains and distrace[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  A Guide For women, p.p.13-23] 

The Hadith with says “Follow the religion of elderly women” shows that at the end of time it will be elderly women who have powerful belief , so religious minded people should entitied their piety. They are the embodiments of compassion   Allama Nursi warned and cautioned   against the bachelorship and young girls who don’t want to marry due to some reasons or the other for instance non availability of a comfortable groom. Allama asked his people to marry as per sharia and perform the natural duty for reproduction within the lawful boundary as any other ration in this case will add to long lasting hardship of woman. 
Secondly, one should keep in his mind that women are weak   and they need someone to support them. Such expectation cannot be fulfilled from a husband who is not brought up in an Islamic environment so women’s are advised not to seek oath an immoral husband who doesn’t perform the obligatory prayers and hypocritically cultivate his affections and inter under his domination.
Thirdly, the women by nature like to be mother. And the hope of having a child who will help them in this life and be an intercessor in the next and after they have died will assist them with good works, strengthen this natural tendency and encourages them to marry. But unfortunately, with the replacement of Islamic education with its modern counterpart thinks have changed. Now a very few children care for their mother after their death or do some charitable works for them, in return for their kindness and love. 
Another Hadith says: “the sustenance of the father of daughters will be plentiful” it means that at the end of the time the number of girls will increase and their sustenance will be both blessed and abundant.
O prophet! Tell your wives and daughters and the believing women’s, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons” (33; 59) 
Allama Nursi has deliberated upon the dress court of women. He says in the first instance of wisdom that women like to vill themselves and this desire is their innate disposition for their weak and delicate, they need men’s protection for them and for their children. Similarly, they like to be loved and not rebuff and hated, they don’t want to show their age to everyone or they are afraid of assort or aspersions.
Contrary to the in built nature of women unveiling in the European civilization caucuses discomfort to women. The holy Qurans command for veiling women both inconformity with women’s nature and their safety from all ill vills.
In the second instance of wisdom he focused love and affection between men and women. Love and respect for women doesn’t confine to for youth when she is beautiful but it entrance up to the old age. That is why it is said: “Happy the husband who sees the wife’s firm religion and follows her, and himself because pious in order not to lose his companion of eternal life.
Happy the wife who sees her husband’s firmness in religion and becomes pious so as not to lose her eternal friend.
In the third instance of wisdom he talks about mutual confidence between husband and wife and heartfelt respect and love. Immodest dressed and free and easy behavior destroys the mutual respect and love and spoils the confidence between husband and wife.  
And in the forth instance of wisdom Allama emphasizes on the baby bomb as the prophet said: “Marry and increase, for at the last day I shall take pride in your large number”. Any carelessness in dress and morality destroys the loyalty and the husband loses his confidence in his wife, likewise, he also talks about the trustworthiness, the loyalty and the faithfulness of the women to their internal companions[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  All thse four instances are taken from ‘ On Islamic Dress for women, A Guide For Women ,p.P.52-59] 

 On the question of marriage Allama Nursi has followed the traditions of the prophet in totality and cautioned those girls who do not want to marry on the pretext of not getting compatible groom or those girls who marry as per their own choice ignoring the categorical injunctions of Islamic law. According to him, such girls passed their life in misery because of neglecting the divine law. And there can be three factors driving people to make such a marriage. Firstly, Allah bestowed a natural urge a longing for reproduction as a natural duty but comparing man woman has to suffer a longer period from pregnancy to delivery and thence to nurture the child up to the grown up age. Secondly, by nature women are weak and they need someone to support them and their family, this protection can be achieved through earning livelihood, rather than, damaging their worship and spoiling their conduct and trying to win the affection of a husband who has no Islamic upbringing and is in disciplined and accustomed to domination. Thirdly, women have an innate desire to love and pet children who can assist them with their good works. This encourages women to marry. But unfortunately with the replacement of Islamic education with its modern counterpart very few children do care for their mother. Hence, the emotions and instinctual should not drive a person such marraiages[footnoteRef:8].               [8:  This is Confidential, A Guide For Women, P.P.24-27] 

Sick 
This goes in consonance with the fact that illness, suffering and disaster are facts of life. Nobody can be an exception, in fact, their inseparable evils of human life. With the progress of the world in medicine, science and technology the cases of illness and diseases are not reduced. The mushrooming of hospitals, the growth of physicians and the multiplication of medical colleges definitely do not represent the real progress of the human being, rather, illness should have been reduced and ratio of diseases should have been marginalized, if it happens, it will construed as  real progress.
The medicine cannot cure the diseases unless it gets the effect from the Almighty Allah, and that is why, somebody gets cure with particular medicine while some others get reaction from the same. This questions the efficacy of the medicine itself.  Ultimately, the logical extension of such polemics goes to men’s belief in his Creator. Allama Bediuzzaman Said Nursi offers twenty five remedies to the human illness; they all spring from the holy Quran and present an entirely different view of illness. He is not opposed to modern medicine and its advances rather he suggests the human being to be benefited from these medicines available in the pharmacy of the earth. Since man’s sickness arises from unbelief and physical illness often results from abuses and accesses, that is, from not adhering to the teachings of Islam, so he advices the sick person to take medicine of belief from secret pharmacy of the holy Quran. 
 “With his unparalleled insight into the human respect as well as unequalled knowledge of the holy Quran, Bediuzzaman offers most gentle and effective remedies which are a consolation and cure for both the physically sick and those wounded by unbelief and misguidance”.[footnoteRef:9]  [9: . Message for the sick, p- 15 ] 

According Allama Nursi illness is not a melody; it is a sort of cure, the life has to be fruitful and productive. After yielding its fruit the life has to depart. “The times of calamity are long, the times of happiness, most brief”. A life passed in illness is counted as worship for the believer provided he does not complain about God.
Since men is the most perfect of living beings he dowels on past pleasures and future pains, and so passes more grievous and troublesome life than animals. It denotes that he did not come to this world to live in a fine manner with abundance of pleasure; rather, it says that he has vast capital to trade for eternal and everlasting life. As a matter of fact, illness is a bounty that reminds sick person that he is not immortal; he must do some good deeds before the last call comes to him.
It is also pertinent to note that man’s body and his wealth are not his property; he has to spend both his body as well as his wealth, as per the wishes of his owner. The holy Quran says:
Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods for theirs (in return): 09:111
Sickness is a divine bounty and gift of Allah because a sick man begins to think of the hereafter before others. Sickness reminds the man of his past life and the pleasure & happiness that he enjoyed and makes him to belief that this world is not everlasting; it has to be shattered with one command of Allah. One day the world will bid the human being to leave it and closes it ears to his cries, he must forego his love for it, the world asked the man to leave off his pride, recognize his owner and learn the purpose of his life on the earth.
The man’s illness will not spoil the pleasure of divine bounties. On the contrary, it causes them to be experienced as, if there were no darkness, light would not be known and produced pleasure. “Sickness washes way the dirt of sins like soap. It is established in a sound Hadith that illnesses are atonement for sins. And in another Hadith, it is said: “As ripe fruits fall on their tree being shaken, so the sins of a believer fall away on his shaking with illness”.[footnoteRef:10]  [10: . Message for the sick, p- 26 ] 

Sins are the chronic illnesses, and in this worldly life they are sickness of the heart, conscience and spirit. Men should search for the cure of belief with his certain heeling remedy for the innumerable diseases, correct them with the cognizance of the powerful Mercy. The sick person should know that he has been sent to this world for certain period which cannot be changed, and the death is not terrifying as it appears to be superficially, rather for believers death is to be discharged from the burdensome duties of life. It is a rest from the worship and also an opportunity to rejoin his friends and relatives.
The sick person should not worry because death will remove the worry and cut the illness at the root. Worry increases illness, it is an acquisition against divine wisdom and a criticism of divine mercy. The illness produces special pleasure and happiness rising from the reward received for enduring it. A sick person who due to illness cannot perform his worship and invocations and feels grief at the deprivation, he will receive the reward equal to the one who perform the worship. The illness provides the sick person the opportunity to offers application both verbally and through the tongue of his weakness. 
Sometimes illness dispels the heedlessness, it makes a person think of the hereafter, and it recalls death. Thus, a sick person prepares himself for his eternal life.   Some illnesses are so profitable as to gain for a person in twenty days rank that he could not have gained in twenty years. “If illness had not been good, the All-Compassionate Creator would not have given it to the servants He loves most, “Those afflicted with the severest trails are the prophets, then the saints and those like them”.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  . Message for the sick, p- 36] 

Illness breaks the notion of man’s self sufficiency, which drives him to unsociableness and unkindness. Such a self-sufficient person does not feel respect towards his brothers in many instances, and he also does not feel compassion towards the sick and those smitten by disaster. Illness is the most important means for the acceptance of the supplications, and there is a reward for believers looking after the sick, enquiring after their health and visiting the sick. It is said receive the prayers of the sick persons, for they are acceptable. To please a sick person’s heart and console him is a sort of significant alm-giving.
Conclusion: 
To sum up, Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s writing is a replica of the sayings of the Prophet. He represented the Prophet’s interaction with different strata of society in his personalized philosophical and rational paradigm. Like a theologian or an expert of ilmul kalam he proved his each and every point with day-to-day practical examples. Examples were chosen from the surroundings to make the argument more forceful and concrete. Each point such as; the instability of worldly life, the importance of poor and rich and their interdependence on each other, the old people and their feelings, the sick persons and their depression, the value of childhood and the mutual coordination between man and woman is substantiated with ample examples from the modern society with centrality of belief in God. He believed in the renewal of belief by means of “There is no god but God”.
According to him “since man himself and the world in which he lives are being continuously renewed, he needs constantly to renew his faith. For in reality each individual human being consists of many individuals. He may be considered a different individual to the number of the years of his life, or to the number of its days or even hours. For, since a person is subject to time, he is like a model and each passing day clothes him in the form of another individual. Furthermore, just as there is within man this plurality and renewal, so also is the world in which he lives in motion. It goes and is replaced by another. It varies constantly; every day opens the door of another world. As for faith, it is both the light of the life of each individual in that person, and it is the light of the world in which he lives. And as for “There is no god but God,” it is a key with which to turn on the light[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  The Need For Renewal of Faith, Lights of Reality, P.P.116-117] 

This small paper is a representation of the relation of the prophet of Islam with different strata of society from Nursi’s perspective.  
        
         


       
