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Bediuzzaman’s Views on the Aspects 
of the Qur’an’s Miraculousness

Ahmad Khalid Shukri

In the Name o f God, the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Introduction
A ll praise be to God, Who taught knowledge with the pen, and blessings and  
peace on our m aster Muhammad, and on all his Family and Companions,

The Holy Q ur’an is a vast ocean, abounding in every sort o f pearl and coral. 
The more you study and research it, the more you come upon secrets and subtle­
ties you did not previously know. You will not be contented with what you find, 
nor will you come to an end o f it.

It is because of this that so many works have been written about the Q ur’an, 
o f many sorts, and from numerous points o f view. One of those who have pro­
duced works on the Q ur’an is Bediuzzaman Said Nursi. He truly spent much 
tim e and effort in this field. He thought long and deeply on the verses o f the 
H oly Q ur’an, which is the W ord of God, pondering over their meanings. He 
studied the aspects o f their miraculousness from many different angles, and 
extracted subtle meanings and important lessons from them. Pouring them onto 
paper, his eloquent pen expressed profoundly and subtlely the treasures of the 
meanings he had been able to pin-point, in a style characterised by its clarity and

Dr. AHMAD KHALID SHUKRI
D r. A hm ad Shhukri w as born in Am m an in Jordan in 1960. In 1977, he com pleted m em or­
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skill. Thus, the Risale-İ Nur became a light for the bewildered, and light upon 
light for the pious. W e pray that God Almighty rewards him amply and makes 
this work of his a light, provision, and means to recompense for him in the here­
after.

On taking the decision to write on Bediuzzam an’s ideas concerning the 
Q ur’an ’s miraculousness, I found myself face to face with a great scholar who 
was at a peak touching the skies and had penetrated to the profundities of this 
branch of knowledge, i had therefore to study the subject seriously and in detail, 
to expend considerable .effort, think deeply on his views and words, and study 
them again and again. Only in this, way could his ideas and what he intended by 
them becom e com pletely clear. I  am presenting what I found to this Symposium 
organized in Istanbul by İstanbul îiim  ve Kültür Vakfı (the Istanbul Foundation 
For Science and Culture).

I beseech God Almighty that He accepts our good works, will grant us suc­
cess in perform ing further such works, and that H e will grant mercy to Ustad 
Bediuzzam an and our other masters. Success is only from God.

Aspects of the Qur’an’s Miraculousness
A nyone who reads Bediuzzam an’s works will find that many parts o f them are 

about the Q ur’an’s miraculousness. However, this question is discussed more 
clearly and comprehensively in M u ’cizat-ı K ur’aniye Risalesi (The M iraculous­
ness of the Q ur’an— the Twenty-Fifth W ord) and in Ishârât a l~rjâz (Signs of 
M iraculousness) than in his other works. The reader will also see that Bediuzza­
man described many aspects o f its miraculousness with certainty; he was hesitant 
about only a few. On collecting together his statements about the miraculousness 
from various places in the works, it is possible to make out the aspects he 
accepted as definite. W e have assigned this section of our study to this question.

On investigating the number of aspects o f miraculousness that Bediuzzam an 
stated the Q ur’an possesses, the reader will be astonished. In many places he 
says that they num ber forty, while in a few other places he says they are seven. 
In yet other places the number rises to two hundred, and even several hundred. 
So what does Bediuzzaman intend by these numbers? Is it that he is hesitant 
about the aspects o f miraculousness? Or is it that according to him there is a  way 
of reconciling these numbers? I have studied one by one all the passages where 
the aspects are mentioned in order to solve this question, and have realized that it 
was possible, on giving them sufficient thought, to draw clear conclusions. First 
of all, I considered it appropriate to note down the statements, and from  them to 
discover what he meant by the numbers:

In Ishârât al-Vjaz he says the following: “Are not the statements o f the 
Q ur’an o f M iraculous Exposition — whose miraculousness in seven aspects has 
been confirm ed for thirteen centuries—  about the resurrection o f the dead suffi­
cient indication that eternal happiness will come to pass?” 5

İ, IşârâtiVl-Pcaz, İstanbul. Sözler Yayınevi 1978, 60.
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In the first addendum to the M iraculousness of the Q ur’an (the Twenty-Fifth 
W ord), he says:

“... their avoiding producing the iike of oniy a single Sura and its eloquence, elo­
quence being only one aspect of the seven major aspects of the Qur’an’s miracu­
lousness...”2 

W hile in the second addendum, he says this:
“The Risale-i Nur, and the Twenty-Fifth Word and its addenda in particular, which 
prove in summary forty aspects of the Qur’an’s miraculousness, and the Qur’anic 
commentary Ishârât al~Vjaz, from the Arabic Risaie-i Nur, which in wondrous 
fashion proves the aspect of the Qur’an’s miracuiousness in its word-order...”3

In Lem*alar he says;
‘The flashes of this sort of miraculousness which gives news of the Unseen, which 
is one sort of the Qur’an’s miraculousness, are so numerous as to be incalculable. 
Externalist scholars restricting them to forty or fifty verses is due to their superfi­
cial view. In reality they number more than a thousand. Sometimes there are four 
or five aspects giving news of the Unseen İn a single verse.”4

In the Twenty-Ninth Letter, he says:
one sort of the two hundred sorts of the Qur’an of Miraculous Exposition’s 

miraculousness —a sort pertaining to its patterns— with the pages specified in 
accordance with the style of Hafiz Osman and taking the.Mudâyana Verse as the 
standard...”3

In the same section, he says:
“It is established with proofs in the Twenty-Fifth Word, called the Miraculousness 
of the Qur’an, that the varieties of the Qur’an of Mighty Stature’s miraculousness 
reach forty. Some of these are demonstrated in detail, and some briefly...”6 

And again in the same section, he says:
“In order to facilitate this class’s understanding, we had a Qur’an written which 
shows the aspect, one of the forty aspects of its miraculousness, which can be seen 
with the eyes.”7 

In the Nineteenth Letter, he says this:
“The greatest miracle of the Noble Prophet (Upon whom be blessings and peace), 
an eternal one, is the All-Wise Qur’an, which comprises, hundreds of evidences of 
his prophethood, and forty aspects of whose own miraculousness have been 
proven.”8

Again in M ektubat (The Fourth Addendum of the Nineteenth Letter), he says: 
“He holds in his hand a decree from the Lord of the Universe, a decree accepted

2. Sözler, İstanbul, Sözler Yayınevi 1993, 435 / The Words [Eng. trans: Şükran Vahide], Sözler 
Publications 1993,463.

3. Sözler, 441 /  The Words, 469.
4. Lem ’alar, Sözler Yayınevi 1995, 36 / The Flashes Collection [Eng. trans: Şükran Vahide], 

Sözler Publications İ9 9 5 ,52.
5. Mektubat, Sözler Yayınevi 1994, 390 t  Bediuzzaman Said Nursl, Letters 1928-1932 [Eng. 

trans: Şükran Vahide], Sözler Publications 1994,476.
6. Ibid.
7. Mektubat, 391 / Letters, 475.
S. Mektubat, 178 / Letters, 220-1.
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and a ffirm ed  in each  cen tu ry  by m ore than  th ree  hu n d red  m illion  people . T h is  
d ecree , the  Q u r ’an o f  M ig h ty  S ta ture , is w ondrous in seven  d iffe ren t w ays. T he 
fa c t th a t the  Q u r’an has fo rty  d iffe ren t a sp ects o f  m iracu io u sn ess and  th a t it is the  
w ord  o f  the C re a to r o f  all b e ings has been  set forth  in de ta il w ith  s tro n g  p ro o fs  in 
the  T w en ty -F ifth  W o rd  — th e  M iracu lo u s ness o f  the Q u r’an—  a c e leb ra ted  trea tise  
that is like sun  o f  the  R isa ie -i N u r,”9

A fter noting the above passages in the Risaie-i Nur, and that there are innu­
merable flashes o f miraculousness, we see that all these flashes are o f a single 
sort, that is, they come under the category o f ‘giving news of the U nseen’ 
(,ikhbar al-ghayb).

It is understood that there are subsidiary categories included in the general 
aspects o f miraculousness which are intended in the passage stating that there 
are two hundred aspects of miraculousness.

That leaves the statements that there are seven and forty aspects. On studying 
these passages closely, we see that he refers details o f these forty aspects to the 
M iraculousness o f the Q ur’an, the Twenty-Fifth W ord, and indeed, they are 
mentioned and described in detail in this treatise. A person who studies the trea­
tise will see that Bediuzzaman first o f all mentions one of the aspects o f miracu­
lousness briefly and then explains in detail the components that make it up. It is 
understood from this that what Bediuzzaman means by ‘seven aspects’ are the 
general or main aspects, while what he intends from ‘forty aspects’ are the sub­
sidiary categories of the aspects, or subtle or detailed division within them.

W hat Bediuzzam an intends from  the aspects o f miraculousness becomes clear 
from this. In this section, I shall try to describe the seven main or general aspects 
o f the Q ur’an’s m iraculousness. Just as Bediuzzaman mentions these seven 
aspects but does not state openly what they consist of. I shall also try to remove 
the repetitions and overlappings between them. It is necessary to keep in mind 
that there are some points that Bediuzzaman mentions as aspects o f m iraculous­
ness which in fact are the results or fruits o f the aspects that have been proved 
and elucidated. At the end of this paper, a diagram is given showing the aspects 
of m iracuiousness described in the Twenty-Fifth Word.

1. The Qur’an’s word-order: It was Bediuzzam an’s view that the forem ost 
and clearest o f the aspects o f miracuiousness of the Q ur’an is its word-order. He 
wrote his important Q ur’anic commentary, entitled Ishdrdt a l-T jdz  > in order to 
expound this aspect. He discussed the verses he expounded in this work in such 
a way as to dem onstrate this aspect. H e followed the following method: he gives 
an introduction before each verse and section of verses that he is to expound, 
though sometimes he neglects to do this. He then expounds the verses, and fol­
lowing this, describes the order and connections between the verse in question 
and the previous and subsequent verses. He then describes the relation between 
the sentences or clauses that make up the verse, and between* its words and let­
ters. He alludes to this method in many places in the book. For instance,

“M y in ten tio n  [in w riting] th is  w ork, ca lled  Ishdrdt al-Tjdz , is to  exp la in  the  signs 
and in d ica tio n s o f  m iracu io u sn ess co n ce rn in g  the  Q u r ’a n ’s w ord -o rd er, w o rds, and

9. Mektûbai, 206 ! Letters, 258,
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m an n er o f  ex p ression . F o r an im p o rtan t a sp ec t o f  its m iracu lo u sn ess is m an ifes ted  
in its w ord -o rder; its m ost b rillian t m iracu iousness consis ts  o f  the  em b ro id erie s  o f  
the  Q u r’a n ’s w o rd -o rd e r.” 10 

A n d  a n o th e r  e x a m p le :

“K n o w  that the  basis o f  the  Q u r’a n ’s m iracu iousness is the e lo q u en ce  o f  its w ord- 
o rder. T he  e lo q u en ce  o f  the  w o rd -o rd e r is o f  tw o sorts: O ne is like d eco ra tio n , and  
the  o th e r like a  g a rm en t.” 11

In the same work, Ustad says this:
“T h e  m ost sub tle  a sp ec t o f  the Q u r’a n ’s m iracu iousness is in the  e lo q u en ce  o f  its 
w o rd -o rd e r.” 12

It is for this reason that Prof. M uhsin ‘Abd a I-Hamid writes the following in 
his introduction to the fcthqiqV  Arabic edition of îshârât a l- l‘jâ z  :

“ W e see  that U stad  S aid  N ursi o b tained  a  firm  g ro u n d in g  in the  theo ry  o f  w ord- 
o rder. H e then saw  th a t scho lars like Z am ak h sh ari, R azi, and A bu  S u ’ud, w ho had 
ex p o u n d ed  it before  him , had not a ttem pted  to  apply  th is theory  sy s tem atica lly  and  
in o rder, and  in co m p reh en siv e  and de ta iled  fash ion  to  a ll the  suras, verses and  
w ords o f  the  Q u r’an. H e  to o k  these  g rea t co m m en ta to rs  as ex am p les, b u t d iffe r­
en tly  to  them , had w an ted  to  w rite  a  co m m entary  app ly ing  the  theory  in  d e ta iled  
and co m p reh en s iv e  fash ion . A nd  in the  p resen t com m entary , he  app lied  the  theo ry  
o f  w o rd -o rd er to bo th  the  w o rd s and m eanings o f  the sen ten ces from  the  p h ilo lo g i­
cal, un iversal and p a rticu la r, in te llectua l and aesthe tic  po in ts o f  view . H e  re lied  o n  
th is  th eo ry  to  d isc o v e r the  sub tle ties o f  the Q u r’a n ’s w ord -o rder, and  he d em o n ­
stra ted  its m iracu io u sn ess w ith it, and  se t fo rth  the fin e  q u a litie s  o f  the  Q u r’an ic  
sty les. I t  w as these  ch arac te ris tics  o f  the Q u r’a n ’s sty le  th a t had  ch a llen g ed  A rab ic  
rhe to ric  be fo re  it and le ft the rheto ricians in w onderm ent. I t  h ad  silen ced  the  o ra ­
to rs and  in th is w ay  p roved  that it w ou ld  ch allen g e  them  till the  end  o f  tim e.... ” 13

In truth, îshârât al-V jâz  is a most valuable work in the field of demonstrating 
this aspect o f the Q ur’an ’s miracuiousness. It puts forward numerous verses as 
examples, and applying the theory proves this aspect. W hen it iş recalled that he 
wrote it in the front lines under the toughest conditions in the First W orld W ar, 
its worth increases even more. The work is exceptional İn respect o f its style, 
method, and the conditions under which it was written,

2. C onciseness: Bediuzzaman was of the view that conciseness takes second 
place in the aspects o f the Q ur’an’s miracuiousness after the word-order. He 
mentions this in several places. Some examples are as follows:

“A fte r  its e lo q u en ce , o ne  o f  the m ost im portan t e lem en ts o f  the  m iracu io u sn ess o f  
the  Q u r’an o f  M iracu lo u s E x p o sitio n  is its conciseness. In stan ces o f  th is m iracu ­
lous c o n c isen ess  o f  the Q u r’an  a re  so  n um erous and b eau tifu l th a t ex ac tin g  sch o l­
ars are left in w o n d er a t it.” 14

Ustad follows this by citing many verses as exam ples.15

10, Işârâtii 7- /  'caz, 11.
î İ. îshârât a l-I‘ja z  (Arabic), İstanbul, Sözler Yayınevi 1994, 14 i .
12. Işârâtü 1 -I‘caz, 226,
13. İshcırcıt al-I'jâz (Arabic), 7.
14. Mektûbat, 302-3 i  Letters, 374.
15. See, Mektûbat, 302-4 / Letters, 374-6.



352 Third International Sym posium  on Bediuzzam an

3. The eloquence and comprehensiveness of the Qur’an’s words: Bediuz­
zaman touches on the eloquence of the Q ur’an’s words in numerous places. In 
the same way, he describes the words, meanings, knowledge, and subjects o f the 
Q ur’an and the com prehensiveness of its styles in various contexts. H e som e­
times also adds the com prehensiveness of its words to the eloquence because o f 
their closeness and interconnectedness, and mentions them together.

There are numerous passages in which, starting from the eloquence of the 
words, Bediuzzam an expounds this aspect of miraculousness. According to him, 
all the words, letters, and sometimes even the unvowefled consonants possess 
many functions and aspects.*6 Ustad gives many examples o f these.*7 
. 4. Original styles: Bediuzzaman indicates that he considers the extraordinary 

originality o f its styles to be an aspect of its miraculousness. He writes:
“T h e  Q u r’a n ’s s ty le  is both s trange, and o rig ina l, and  w onderfu l, and  conv in c in g . I t 
has im ita ted  n o th in g  and no  one. N o  one has been  ab le  to  im ita te  it. I ts  sty le  h as 
a lw ay s p re se rv ed  the  fresh n ess, y ou th , and. s in g u larity  it p o ssessed  w h en  firs t 
rev ea led  and  co n tin u e s  to  p reserv e  th em .” *8

5. The excellence of its manner of expression: The Q ur’an’s m anner o f 
expression is the m ost superior of the levels of address. The Twenty-Fifth W ord 
contains many examples of this aspect.

6. The eloquence in its meanings: Bediuzzaman does not give much detail 
when expounding this aspect; he suffices with pointing out briefly that it was 
definitely one o f the aspects of miraculousness.*9

7. The sciences and branches of knowledge mentioned in the Qur’an: 
Num erous subjects are included in this aspect. One o f these is the Q ur’an’s con­
taining allusions to scientific facts which are only discovered as man progresses.

Ustad Bediuzzaman points out the miracles of the prophets mentioned in the 
Q ur’an may be understood as allusions and keys encouraging man to work to 
attain the likes o f those miracles.

“ I t is aş th o u g h , w ith the  s to ries o f  the  p rophets , the  N o b le  Q u r’an is p o in tin g  to  
the  bases and fu n d am en ta ls  o f  p rogress w ith the  s to ries  o f  the  p ro p h e ts , and  
ad m o n ish in g  [m an], saying: ‘O  m an! T h ese  m iracles th a t you  see  are  sorts o f  sa m ­
p les o r  ex am p les; you pe rfo rm  the likes o f  them  th ro u g h  p o o lin g  y o u r  ideas and  
w o rk in g !’ Y es, the  p ast is the m irro r o f  the  fu ture; the  in v en tio n s th a t co m e in to  
e x is te n ce  in  th e  fu tu re  are  co n stru c ted  on  fo u n d a tio n s e s tab lish ed  in th e  p ast.” 20 

“F o r  ex am p le , the  verse, To Solomon [We made] the wind [obedient]: its early 
morning [stride] was a m onth’s [journey], and its evening [stride] was a m onth’s 
[journey] (34 :1 2 ), w hich  d esc rib es one o f  S o lo m o n ’s (U P W ) m iracles, th e  su b ju ­
ga tin g  o f  the  air, says: ’S o lom on  trav ersed  the d istan ce  o f  tw o m o n th s in  o ne  day  
by fly in g  th rough  the  a ir .’ T hus, it is sugg estin g  in th is  w ay th a t the  ro ad  is o p en

16. al-Kalimat [Arabic trans: Ihsan Qasim al-Salihi], Istanbul, Sözler Yayınevi 1992,451 l Söz­
ler, 380 I The Words, 402.

17. ai-Kalimat, 437. 452-6 / Sözler, 369, 380-4 / The Words 389, 402-6.
18. Sözler, 346 /  The Words, 384,
19. al-Kalimat, 439-457 / Sözler, 370-85 I The Words, 391-407.
20. Işârâtü 'l-I’caz, 238.
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fo r  m an to  co v er such  a  d is tan ce  in the  air. In w hich  case, O  m an! S ince  th e  road  is 
open  to  y o u , reach  th is  level and  draw  c lo se  to  it! In  m ean ing  A lm ig h ty  G o d  is 
say in g  th rough  the  to n g u e  o f  th is  verse: ‘O  m an! I m oun ted  one o f  m y se rv an ts  on  
the  a ir becau se  he  gave u p  the  desires  o f  h is soul. I f  you  too  g ive  up  th e  laz iness 
ind u ced  by  the  sou l and ben efit th o ro u g h ly  from  certa in  o f  m y law s in  the  co sm o s, 
y ou  to o  m ay m o u n t it...1”21 

W h e n  r e a d in g  B e d iu z z a m a n  w o rd s  o n  th is  s u b je c t ,  th e  r e a d e r  c a n  c le a r ly  
u n d e r s ta n d  h is  c o m p le te  c o n v ic t io n  c o n c e r n in g  it, w h ic h  i s  e x p r e s s e d  in  a  m o s t  
a g r e e a b le  a n d  s u b t le  m a n n e r .22 A s  f a r  a s  I k n o w , n o  o n e  b e f o re  h im  d is c u s s e d  
th is  m a tte r .

Another m atter which is included in this aspect o f miraculousness, Is the 
Q ur’an’s giving news of the Unseen. Just as we see that the Q ur’an has verses 
that tell us o f  things pertaining to the Unseen which it is not possible for hum an 
beings to know on their own. Some o f these matters concern the past, and some 
— many—  concern the future, while others are Divine truths, facts about the uni­
verse, and matters to do with the hereafter.23

Bediuzzaman alludes as follows to the many instances of the Q ur’an giving 
news of the Unseen: “Like the verses at the end o f Sura al-Fatl? look to the four 
Rightly-Guided Caliphs, corroborating this, these verses look in partial and allu­
sive manner to their future positions in a way that predicted the Unseen. The 
flashes of this sort o f miraculousness which gives news o f the Unseen, which is 
one sort o f the Q ur’an’s miraculousness, are so numerous as to be incalculable. 
Externalist scholars restricting them to forty or fifty verses is due to their super­
ficial view. In reality they number more than a thousand. Sometimes there are 
four or five aspects giving news of the Unseen in a single verse.”24

Bediuzzam an discussed further aspects o f miraculousness that m ight be 
included among these, some o f which are like their results or fruits. The diagram 
given below shows the aspects o f miraculousness mentioned in the Tw enty-Fifth 
W ord.

* * *

23. Sözler, 248 /  The Words, 262.
22. See, lşârâtüT-1'caz, 301-4; al-Kalimat, 277-296 / Sözler, 246-61 / The Words, 260-75.
23. al-Kalimât, 468-471 / Sözler, 393-5 / The Words, 416-9.
24. Lem ’alar, 36 / The Flashes, 52.
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